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ORIE Call For Proposals in Nutrition Research 

 

The Operations Research and Impact Evaluation (ORIE) Project is an independent component of 

the six-year, DFID, UK-funded Working to Improve Nutrition in Northern Nigeria (WINNN) 

programme which seeks to improve the nutritional status of 6.2 million children under five years 

across the five northern Nigerian states of Kebbi, Katsina, Jigawa, Zamfara, and Yobe. The 

overall purpose of ORIE is to “fill important gaps in knowledge about the causes of and optimal 

responses to undernutrition in Northern Nigeria”. ORIE undertakes various kinds of research and 

evaluation to this end.  

 

One of ORIE’s objectives is to strengthen capacity to undertake and disseminate research to 

improve nutrition in the Northern states of Nigeria. This call for proposals is part of ORIE’s 

capacity-building strategy. ORIE will fund researchers to undertake high quality research which 

will contribute to improving maternal and child nutrition in the Northern states, and support them 

by offering training, networking activities and the support of a more experienced mentor. We 

will award three or four grants with a value of up to £70,000 each for a period of between 6 

months and two years. The grants should address the research topics listed below, or other 

related topics if applicants are able to make a strong case for their potential to improve policies 

or programmes to improve maternal and child nutrition in Northern Nigeria. 

   

Eligibility Criteria 

 Applicant(s) must be Nigerian researchers or researchers of other nationalities working in 

Nigeria 

 The lead researcher must be affiliated to a higher education institution in Northern Nigeria 

 Proposals can be presented by individuals or teams of researchers  

 

Application and Review Process 

The following process will be used: 

1. Applicants should submit a short (maximum 1000 words) concept note by August 11, 

2014 (Round 1) 

2. Concept notes will be reviewed and discussed by an expert panel composed of Nigerian 

and international nutrition experts and candidates will be notified within one month 

3. Short-listed candidates will be invited to prepare detailed research proposal by October 

27, 2014 (Round 2) (note that we will not enter into correspondence about the reasons 

why an applicant is not invited to proceed to Round 2) 

4. Research proposals will be reviewed and discussed by an expert panel of Nigerian and 

international nutrition experts and candidates will be notified within one month 

5. The successful proposals will be announced by November 17, 2014 

6. Contracts will be set up with the successful applicants, and studies are to begin, by the 

end of December, 2014 
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Research Themes 

Research projects should address at least one of the below themes.  We will consider other topics 

if applicants are able to make a strong case for their potential to improve policies or programmes 

to improve maternal and child nutrition in Northern Nigeria. Research may be conducted in any 

of the five WINNN states or in other states in the Northwest or Northeast. Research may be 

conducted on and inform WINNN-supported programmes or not, as appropriate to the research 

question.  

 

1. Research to improve understanding of IYCF practices in the North and how they can be 

improved in line with recommended guidelines, including the determinants of exclusive 

breastfeeding, the introduction of complementary foods, and the dietary diversity of young 

children;  

2. Operations research on government-funded nutrition programmes in the North, including the 

capacity and efficacy of service providers, in order to improve service delivery; 

3. Research into the utilisation of particular nutrition services in order to understand why uptake 

is low in the North and how to increase uptake, possibly focusing on the role of community 

and religious leaders, civil society organisations and/or faith groups and how they might be 

engaged to support nutrition programmes and increase utilisation; 

4. Case studies exploring the important social and cultural factors present in Northern settings 

where nutrition-related interventions have worked well, particularly focusing on human 

resources (professional and volunteers) and the role of community and/or faith organisations; 

5. Research to understand the determinants of maternal and child undernutrition in the North 

and how such determinants can be harnessed to improve policies and programme 

performance for improving maternal and child nutrition. This may include research into 

adolescent girl nutrition, nutrition during pregnancy, and/or intra-household food and 

resource allocation; 

6. Research to understand the outcomes of the use of Community Management of Acute 

Malnutrition (CMAM) services in the North and how they may be improved, for example by 

assessing nutritional status, morbidity and mortality at regular intervals (eg 3, 6 and 12 

months) after discharge from the programme; 

7. Research to understand the household-level determinants of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 

in children, which may include analysis of the nutritional status of siblings of an index case 

of SAM and comparison of the characteristics of households with and without SAM. 

Research projects should include some of the following cross-cutting themes: gender, conflict, 

the roles of civil society organisations and/or faith groups, the roles and motivations of human 

resources (professional and volunteer), and the potential of innovative technology and 

communications methods (eg SMS messaging, media jingles). 
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Proposal Guidelines 

Proposed research projects must: 

 Generate findings which are relevant to nutrition policy and/or programmes in Northern 

Nigeria 

 Generate findings which contribute to the improvement of maternal and child nutrition in 

Northern Nigeria 

 Involve fieldwork in Northern Nigeria communities 

 Include strategies for the dissemination of findings and engagement with policymakers 

and/or nutrition programmes, including publications/presentations  

 

For Round 1, applicants should provide a concept note of up to 1000 words, which should 

include a brief description of: 

 Problem statement, research objective and research question(s) 

 Study design and proposed research methods, including sampling and data collection and 

analysis. 

- Indication of where ethical clearance will be obtained. 

 Strategy for dissemination of findings and engagement with policymakers and/or 

nutrition programmes 

 An approximate timeline 

 An indicative budget; costs which can be covered include researcher honoraria/research 

team fees, travel and living expenses for fieldwork,  training costs, participation at 

conferences organised by the Nutrition Society of Nigeria and/or other national or 

international bodies, equipment essential to the research project, research dissemination 

costs. Applicants must also include resources to cover their expenses to attend annual 

ORIE training events/meetings in Abuja (4 days in 2014, 2 days in 2015, 2 days in 2016) 

 Names of individuals who will be involved in the research and their respective roles 

 

How to Apply  

Interested researchers/institutions which meet the eligibility criteria should send their concept 

notes and a copy of the applicants’ CV(s) to Dr. Vincent Ahonsi at vincent.ahonsi@orie-ng.org 

with a copy to Dr. Frances Hansford on fghansford@gmail.com by August 11, 2014 . Questions 

of clarification can also be sent to these email addresses. ORIE will send a reply acknowledging 

safe receipt of the concept note. Concept notes received after this date will not be reviewed.  

 

 

  

mailto:vincent.ahonsi@orie-ng.org
mailto:fghansford@gmail.com

