
LEVEL 1 
1. Two short stories
Nothando’s book 
Talk about these questions. 
● What is the girl in the picture doing?
● Why do people read books?
● What books have you read?

Read the story and answer the questions.

One day Nothando went to visit her grandmother. 
“I found an old book,” said Nothando’s grandmother. She gave the book to 

Nothando. 
Nothando took the book home with her. She opened the book and looked 

at the pictures. The pictures told her that it was a story about animals. There 
was a mouse, a monkey and an elephant. 

Then Nothando tried to read the words. She couldn’t read all the words, 
but she could understand the story. She enjoyed the story very much. 

1. Who did Nothando visit?
2. What did Nothando’s grandmother give her?
3. What did Nothando do first when she opened the book?
4. Could Nothando understand the story?
5. Did Nothando like the book?



 

How to play Tsoro 
Talk about these questions. 
● What are girls in the picture doing?
● Do you know this game?
● What games do you play?

Read the story and answer the questions.

Nosipho and Thuba wanted to play Tsoro. They collected some small stones, 
and they made holes in the ground. Then they put two stones in each hole. 

“What do we do now?” Nosipho asked. 
“I don’t know,” said Thuba. “I thought you knew the rules.” 
“We can ask my grandmother,” said Nosipho. “She knows how to play this 

game. She’s very good at it.” 
Nosipho went to get her grandmother. They came back a few minutes 

later. Grandma explained the rules.  
“This is a difficult game,” said Thuba. 
“Yes,” said Grandma. “But it’s worth learning it. Then you can enjoy 

playing this game for the rest of your life!” 

1. What did they do to make the game?
2. Why couldn’t they play the game?
3. Why did Nosipho bring her grandmother?
4. What did Thuba say about the game?
5. What did Grandma say about the game?
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LEVEL 2
2. Let’s play netball
Talk about these questions. 
● What are girls in the picture doing?
● Have you ever played this game?
● What other ball games do you like?

Read the story and answer the questions.

Violet was with Chipo, her younger sister. 
“What’s the matter?” asked Chipo. “Are you sad?” 
“I’m not sad,” said Violet. “But I do a lot of work in our home, and I’m 

always busy. I want to have more fun!” 
“I play netball,” said Chipo. “That’s fun. Why don’t you join us?” 
“But you’re eleven!” said Violet. “I’m fourteen. I’m too old to play with you.” 
“I play with girls of different ages,” said Chipo. “Some are the same age as 

you.” 
“OK,” said Violet. “I’ll try it.” 



The next day Violet joined Chipo and her friends for netball. Violet played with 
one team, and Chipo played with the other team. At first Violet found it difficult 
to remember the rules, but then it became easier as she carried on playing. 

An hour later, the score was 26 for Chipo’s team and 26 for Violet’s team. 
“Let’s play until there’s a winner,” somebody said. 
Violet was near the goal ring. Another girl threw the ball to Violet. Violet 

threw the ball, and it went through the ring. 
“Well done, Violet!” shouted a girl in Violet’s team. “We’ve won the match!” 

Are the sentences about the story true or false? 

1. Violet was with her sister.

2. Chipo plays netball with older girls.

3. Violet is eleven years old.

4. Violet said that she is too old to play with Chipo
and Chipo’s friends.

5. Chipo and Violet played in the same team.

6. They played for more than one hour.

7. The final score was 26 for Violet’s team and 27
for Chipo’s team.

Complete the sentences with words from the story. 

1. I started going to school at the __________ of six.

2. When you play a sport, you must follow the __________.

3. In football, you score a __________ when you kick the ball into the
__________.

4. This is a type of __________ that you can wear on your finger.
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LEVEL 2
3. Everyone joins in
Talk about these questions. 
● What are people in the pictures doing?
● What are the hands at the front of the pictures doing?
● Have you ever taken a photo with a phone?
● Have you seen other people’s photos on a phone? What did you see?

Read the story and answer the questions.

It was the school sports day. There were lots of different sports and other 
activities for the whole school.  

Zandile uses a wheelchair. The school head asked her to take photos of 
the sports day for a poster. She gave Zandile a phone that could take photos, 
and showed her how to use it. 

First, Zandile played four games of chess with girls from other classes, 
and won all of them. She liked winning the games, and she also enjoyed 
being with the other girls. 

After the chess games, Zandile took photos of all the sports and other 
activities that people were doing. She took photos of netball, football, 



skipping games, raka raka, hwai hwai and several other sports and games – 
including chess.  

At the end of the day, everybody danced, and Zandile took photos of that 
too. 

The next day, the school head put all the photos from the phone into the 
school’s computer. She and Zandile choose the best photos, and they printed 
them with the school’s printer. They made a big poster with photos from the 
sports day. The head put the poster on the wall outside her office. Everybody 
in the school saw the poster, and liked it. 

Are the sentences about the story true or false? 
1. It was a sports lesson just for Zandile’s

class.
2. The school head asked Zandile to take

photos of the sports day.
3. Zandile won two chess games and lost

two.
4. Zandile took lots of photos of things that

people were doing.
5. At the end of the day, there was dancing.
6. The next day, Zandile and the school head

put the photos into the school computer.
7. They printed all of Zandile’s photos and put them on a poster.
8. The school head put up the poster in her office.

Write the words for parts of a computer.
key  keyboard  mouse  screen  website 
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LEVEL 3
4. Zimbabwean tea
Talk about these questions. 
● Do you like tea? Why? / Why not?
● Can you guess what the woman in the picture is doing?

Read the text and answer the questions.

Many people enjoy drinking tea, and some people drink several cups of it 
every day. Zimbabwe produces excellent tea. Much of it is drunk in 
Zimbabwe, but more than 10,000 tonnes is sold every year to other countries. 
We all know what tea looks like in the cup, but where does it come from? 
Firstly, the best tea comes from places which are high and have a lot of rain. 
Zimbabwe has plenty of this type of land. 
The tea plant is a bush, but not all the leaves make good tea. Tea pickers 
pick just the new leaves from the top of the bush. Almost all tea picking is 
done by hand, because machines aren’t good at choosing the best leaves. 
This means a lot of tea pickers are needed. As soon as the tea has been 
harvested, it must be dried. There are two main types of tea. Green tea is 
dried for a shorter time, and has a milder flavour.  



 

Black tea has been dried for longer, and this gives it a stronger flavour. Green 
tea is usually drunk without milk. Black tea can be drunk with or without milk, 
and some people put sugar in it too. 
Choose the correct words to complete the sentence. 
1. Zimbabwe...

a. needs more tea.
b. sells tea to other countries.
c. is not a good place to grow tea.
d. buys a lot of tea from other countries.

2. The best land for growing tea...
a. is hot and dry.
b. is cool and dry.
c. has plenty of rain.
d. has plenty of open space.

3. Tea pickers take leaves from...
a. all of the bush.
b. just the top of the bush.
c. different parts of the bush.
d. only the youngest bushes.

4. Most tea is picked by hand because...
a. machines can’t do it well.
b. machines are too expensive.
c. a lot of people need the work.
d. it is traditional to pick the tea by hand.

5. As soon as it has been picked, the tea is...
a. mixed with water.
b. put into packets.
c. drunk with milk and sometimes sugar.
d. dried.

6. Black tea...
a. tastes better than green tea.
b. has been dried for less time than green tea.
c. has a stronger taste than green tea.
d. is more expensive than green tea.
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LEVEL 3
5. Kudzai uses sign
language
Talk about these questions. 
● What does ‘deaf’ mean?
● The girls in the picture are deaf. How are they speaking to each other?

Read the story and answer the questions.

Kudzai is 12 years old, and she is deaf. When she was 7, she was very ill, 
and she had an infection in her ears. She got better from the illness, but her 
ears were damaged, and she was almost completely deaf. She can hear 
some loud sounds, but she can’t hear when people speak. She couldn’t 
understand the lessons at school, so she dropped out. 

Then Kudzai started going to a special school for deaf children. When the 
children arrive at this school, they learn sign language. This is a way of 
speaking with your hands and body instead of with your voice. The lessons 
are in sign language, and when the children are talking and playing in the 
breaks, they use sign language too. At first Kudzai found sign language 
difficult to learn, but after a while she became good at it. Now she can say 
whatever she wants to say. 



Kudzai lives with her aunt and two brothers. She has taught them to use 
sign language too, so now it’s easier for them to communicate with each 
other. They all enjoy using sign language together too! 

Put the events from the story in the right order. Number them 1 to 7. 

Kudzai dropped out of school.   

Kudzai became deaf.     

Kudzai’s brothers and aunt learned sign language.   

Kudzai learned sign language.     

Kudzai had an ear infection.   

Kudzai couldn’t understand her lessons.    

Kudzai started going to a school for deaf children.   

Complete the sentences with words from the story. 

1. I had an eye ___________. My eye went red, and I had to get some
medicine from the clinic. (9 letters)

2. I had an ___________ for a few days, but then I got better. (7 letters)

3. I dropped my phone on the ground, and now it is ___________. (7 letters)

4. We can ___________ with other people by sending them messages on
mobile phones. (11 letters)

Practice these signs from sign language. 

 Hello / Goodbye  thank you   good  I’m sorry 

MoPSE Reading Cards © The Open University 2021 adapted from SAGE project 
https://www.open.ac.uk/about/international-development/projects-and-programmes/sage-supporting-adolescent-girls-education and re-shared 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/.

https://www.open.ac.uk/about/international-development/projects-and-programmes/sage-supporting-adolescent-girls-education
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


LEVEL 3
6. Mending a bike
Talk about these questions. 
● What are people in the picture doing?
● What problem could there be with four people on a bike?
● Have you ever ridden a bike?
● Would you like to learn to ride a bike?

Read the story and answer the questions.

One day Patience was cycling home from the market in the nearest town. Her 
son Masimba was on her back, and her sister Princess and her sister’s friend 
Zodwa were on the back of the bike. They were sitting on a small rack for 
carrying things. 

Suddenly there was a strange noise. 
“We’re falling off!” shouted Princess. 
Patience stopped the bike and looked behind. The rack for carrying things 

was broken. Princess and Zodwa were sitting on the back wheel. 
“There’s a bike repair place near here,” said Patience. “We can go there.” 



At the bike repair place, a young woman called Bongani looked at the 
bike. 

“The carrying rack is broken, and the back tyre has a puncture,” she said. 
“I can fix the puncture, but not the carrying rack. I haven’t got another one 
here. You two girls were too heavy to sit on it!” 

“OK,” said Patience. “Please fix the puncture. Then we’ll walk back. 
Princess and Zodwa can’t ride on the back of the bike now.” 

“I also sell bikes,” said Bongani. 
“Thanks, but we can’t afford one now,” said Patience. 
“You’ve got an interesting job,” said Zodwa. 
“Yes,” said Bongani. “I started fixing bikes for a project for giving bicycles 

to school children. Now I’ve got my own shop.” 

Answer the questions. 

1. How many people were on the bike?

2 Why were they on the bike?

3. Why was there a strange noise?

4. Why did the carrying rack break?

5. Why couldn’t Bongani fix the carrying rack?

6. What did Bongani fix?

7. Why did Bongani start fixing bikes?

Match the words with the parts of a bike. 

front wheel 
back wheel 
carrying rack 
basket 
handlebars 
pedals 
saddle 
frame 
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LEVEL 3
7. Anoona takes a taxi
Talk about these questions. 
● What can you see in the picture?
● Have you ever been in a taxi?
● Would you like to learn to drive a car?

Read the story and answer the questions.

Anoona was staying with her aunt and her uncle in Harare. She wanted to 
visit the city centre. 

“Can I walk there?” she asked her aunt. 
“It’s a long way, and it’s very hot today” said her aunt. “It’s better to take a 

taxi. I’ll give you the money for it.” 
Anoona’s aunt called a taxi company on her phone, and a few minutes 

later a taxi arrived. 

“Hi,” said the taxi driver. Then she asked, “Where do you want to go?” 
“The city centre, please.” said Anoona. 
“OK, I’ll take you to Africa Unity Square,” said the driver. “That’s right in 

the centre.” 
“Are there many female taxi drivers?” asked Anoona. 
“Sure there are!” said the driver, and laughed “You know, I read that 

women are safer drivers than men!” 
“How did you become a taxi driver?” asked Anoona. 



“Well, some people have their own taxi, but I work for a taxi company. This 
car belongs to them. The most difficult part was passing my driving test. You 
have to learn the whole Highway Code.” 

“You mean all the rules for driving?” asked Anoona. 
“That’s right,” said the driver. “And there are lots of them!” 
“I want to learn to drive,” said Anoona. “Maybe I could become a taxi 

driver!” 

Are the sentences about the story true or false? 

1. Anoona lives in Harare.

2. Anoona’s aunt and uncle live in the centre of Harare.

3. Anoona wanted to visit the centre of Harare.

4. Anoona’s aunt gave Anoona some money to pay for a taxi.

5. There is only one female taxi driver in Harare.

6. The taxi driver owns the taxi she drives.

7. Anoona would like to learn to drive.

Talk about these questions. 
1. What happens in a driving test?
2. What is the Highway Code?

Match the words with the parts of a car. 

boot 
bonnet 
windscreen 
windscreen wipers 
steering wheel 
lights 
tyres 
number plate 
door mirrors 
seats 
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LEVEL 3
8. Dee the driver
Talk about these questions. 
● What can you see in the picture?
● What do you think the woman’s job is?
● Would you like to do her job? Why? / Why not?

Read the interview and answer the questions.

Dee is a driver. She loves her job. We asked her some questions about 
her work. 
Who do you work for? 
I work for an organisation which helps children and young people in countries 
around the world. 

What do you do each day? 
I drive a big car which has the name of the organisation in big letters on the 
side. Sometimes I take people from one place to another, sometimes I take 
things like furniture and boxes of books, and sometimes I take people and 
things together. 



What do you like about your job? 
I really enjoying travelling around and seeing different places. I enjoy meeting 
people too. I’ve had some very interesting conversations in the car! 

Is there anything you don’t like? 
I always drive carefully and not too fast. Sometimes a big lorry comes 
towards me, driving in the middle of the road and going much too fast. That’s 
a bit scary! 

What’s the longest distance you’ve ever driven? 
I once drove from Harare to Kynsna in South Africa. That’s about 2,300 
kilometres, and it was more than 24 hours of driving each way!  

How did you become a driver? 
Before this, I worked as a driver in game reserves. My job was to take tourists 
into the game reserves, so they could see the animals. That was a nice job 
too, but I prefer the job I have now. I’m playing my small part to make life 
better for lots of young people, including girls like me when I was young. I like 
helping them to realise that ‘the sky’s the limit’ and nothing is impossible! 

Do a drama with a partner. One is the interviewer, and one is Dee. Ask 
the questions, and answer them in your own words. 

1. Who do you work for?
2. What do you do each day?
3. What do you like about your job?
4. Is there anything you don’t like?
5. What’s the longest distance you’ve

ever driven?
6. How did you become a driver?

Find words in the story with these meanings. Write and say them. 

1. Talking with somebody.      ____________________ 

2. Frightening         ____________________ 

3. A place for wild animals to live safely. ____________________ 

4. People who visit a place for a holiday. ____________________
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LEVEL 3
9. Where is Anoona?
Talk about these questions. 
● Do you know where Anoona is?
● Have you ever been to a big city?
● Would you like to go to a big city? What would you do there?

Read Anoona’s phone messages to her friend Patience. What part of 
Harare is Anoona in? 

Anoona: Hi Patience. I’m in Harare. It’s great! 

Anoona: Yes, I am. There are lots of big buildings, and it’s 
very busy. 

Patience: Wow! Are you in the city centre? 

Patience: What are you doing now? 

Anoona: I’m sending you these messages! I’m in a little 
park right in the centre of the city. It’s called Africa Unity 
Square. It’s a lovely place! 



Read part of a visitor’s guide to Harare, and answer the questions. 

Harare is a big, busy, noisy city, but you can find plenty of quiet 
places to relax. 

Africa Unity Square 
A peaceful garden with a fountain right in the centre of Harare. You can 
buy flowers here from one of the many flower sellers. 

Harare Gardens 
A large park behind the National Gallery of Zimbabwe. There is a 
children's playground and a restaurant. There are often wedding parties 
here. 

National Botanic Gardens 
A beautiful garden with trees and plants from Zimbabwe and all around 
the world. 

1. Where can you see plants from other countries?
2. Where can children play?
3. Where can you buy a bunch of flowers?
4. Where can you have lunch in a restaurant?
5. Where can you see water?

Here are some more places in a city. What can you do in each one? 
bank   ●   university   ●   cinema   ●   theatre   ●   supermarket 
hotel   ●   hospital   ●   government offices 

The map shows the four biggest  
cities of Zimbabwe. What do you 
know about each one? 
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LEVEL 4
10. Bethsaida the toy maker
Talk about these questions. 
● What can you see in the picture?
● What are the cars and lorry made of?
● What is the problem with the orange car?

Read the story and answer the questions.

Bethsaida’s family collected old metal things that nobody wanted any more. 
They sold it, and then it was melted to make new metal. They also used some 
of it to make new things. Bethsaida’s favourite things were toy cars made out 
of old tin cans. They were colourful, and every one was different. 

Bethsaida wanted to learn how to make the cars. She went to see her 
grandfather. He was the expert on making them. 

“It doesn’t bring in a lot of money,” he said. “People like them, but they 
don’t want to pay a lot of money for them.” 

“I know, but it’s always good to learn new skills.” 
So Bethsaida’s grandfather gave her a set of shapes, and told her to copy 

them. She cut the shapes, and tried to make a car. At the end, she put on  



four bottle tops for wheels. Her car looked awful. She felt a little sad and 
cross. 

“It’s more difficult than I thought,” she said. “Maybe I don’t want to do it.” 
“All skills take time to learn,” said her grandfather. “You have to be patient. 

Try again.” 
Then they both laughed about her terrible first car. 
Bethsaida made another car. This time it was a little better. 
“You see,” said her grandfather. “You’re getting better already!” 

1. How does Bethsaida’s family earn money?
2. Why does Bethsaida like the toy cars made with old tin cans?
3. What does she want to learn to do?
4. Why was she sad and cross?
5. What did her grandfather say about this?
6. How was the second car?

Find words in the story with these meanings. Write and say them. 

1. The ice ___ in the hot sun.    m______________ 

2. With many colours.      c_______________ 

3. A person who knows a lot about something. e_______________ 

4. Things you know how to do.    s_______________ 

5. Good at waiting for things.    p_______________ 

6. Awful        t_______________ 

Bethsaida made notes about how to make a toy car, but they are in the 
wrong order! Put them in the right order: number them 1 to 6. 
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LEVEL 4
11. Electricity from the sun
Look at the picture. What does it show? Read and say the words. 

Now read the story and answer the questions. 
Anoona’s cousin Zanele has an internet café in their village. Anoona 
was helping her with a plan for growing the internet café business. They 
were talking about solar power. Zanele explained the system to Anoona. 

“The solar power charges a battery. The battery powers the 
computers. The computers are connected to mobile phones, and the 
mobile phones are connected to the internet. But often there isn’t 
enough power, especially when it’s cloudy. If I get another computer, I’m 
going to need more power. And with another computer, I’ll need another 
phone. I’ll need more power for that, too. How can I get more solar 
power? And it’s not just me. Everybody in the village would love to have 
it.” 

“Maybe there are some organisations that help with solar power in 
places like this that don’t have electricity,” said Anoona. 

“How can we find out about them?” asked 
Zanele. 

“We can try looking on the internet,” 
Anoona replied. “This is an internet café!” 

“Yes, of course! What shall we search 
for?”  

“Let’s start with ‘solar power Zimbabwe’ 
and see what we find. That might be helpful, 
or we might have to try some different words.” 

“OK, we’ll start with that,” said Zanele. 



Are the sentences true or false? 
1. All the electricity in Zanele’s internet café comes from solar power.
2. The internet café already has enough power.
3. If she gets another computer, Zanele also needs to get another mobile

phone.
4. Other people in the village want solar power too.
5. Zanele and Anoona already know a lot about an organisation that helps

with solar power.
6. They are going to search for useful information on the internet.

Read the words below. What do they mean? Write them into the spaces. 

battery       power       panel       lights       charge       sunlight       wire 

How does solar power work? 
Inside each solar _____________, there are many small pieces called 

cells. When _____________ hits the cells, they change the light into 

electricity. The electricity from the solar panel goes along a 

_____________ into a _____________. The battery stores the electricity, 

so you can have _____________ in the day and in the night. You can use 

it for _____________ and to _____________ a phone. 
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LEVEL 4
12. Marula oil
Look at the picture. Can you guess what these women are doing? 

Read the story and answer the questions. 

One day Talent and his friend Mbuso were talking after school. 
“My grandmother and her friends have started collecting marula nuts,” 

said Talent. “They take the kernels from inside the nuts, and sell them.” 
“That’s great,” said Mbuso. 
“Well, they don’t get a lot of money from selling the kernels,” said Talent. 

“Marula kernels are used to make oil. My grandmother and her friends 
thought, ‘What if we make the oil and sell that? Then maybe we’ll get more 
money.’ 

“That sounds even better,” said Mbuso. 
“But you need a machine to press the oil out of the kernels,” said Talent. “I 

found out about it on the internet with my aunt’s phone. I found that there’s an 
organisation with an oil press that my grandmother and her friends could use. 
But it isn’t very near. It will cost them money to take their kernels to the 
machine. Will it be worth it?” 

“We know how to find out,” said Mbuso, “We can work it out for them, 
thanks to things we’ve learned in our maths lessons!” 



The boys went to see Talent’s grandmother and her friends. They helped 
them to calculate how much money it would cost to turn their marula nuts into 
oil, and how much money they could make by selling it. Talent’s grandmother 
and her friends realised that they could make more money by selling the oil. 

A few weeks later, Talent’s grandmother met the boys when they were 
walking home from school. She told them that they had really helped. 

“Thanks for your help!” she said. “We’re making more money now, just 
like you said.” Then she gave each of them a bottle of marula oil. 

1. What were the women doing with the marula nuts?
2. What happens to the marula kernels?
3. What idea did Talent’s grandmother and her friends have?
4. What did Talent find out on the internet?
5. What did the boys help the women to work out?

Read this advertisement. Where does it come from? How did you 
decide your answer? 

a. a Zimbabwean newspaper
b. an international website which sells food from around the world
c. a notice in a shop window

1. What can you use marula oil for?
2. Who produces this marula oil?
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LEVEL 4
13. Medicine for chicks
Look at the picture. Guess what happens in the story. 

Read story and answer the questions. 

One afternoon, Mbuso and Talent were walking home from school as usual. 
“Do you want to come and see my home?” asked Mbuso. 
“OK!” said Talent. He had never been to Mbuso’s home before. 

When they arrived at Mbuso’s home, Mbuso’s father was waiting for him. 
“We’ve got to give some medicine to the chicks,” he said to the boys. 
“Normally Mbuso helps me to do it,” he said to Talent, “But today you can 
help too, if you like. It’s very important to do it, because keeping chickens is 
one of the ways that we earn money. Do you want to help?” 

“Of course,” said Talent. “It will be interesting.” 

A few minutes later, Mbuso’s father was sitting next to a big cardboard box 
with some chicks in it. He picked up a chick and held it. Mbuso showed Talent 
a small plastic tube. 

“This is a dropper,” he explained. Then he showed Talent how to take 
some medicine from a bottle into the dropper, and put it into the chick’s eye. 

“You see, it’s quite easy,” said Mbuso. “Do you want to try?” 



Mbuso’s father picked up another chick from the box and held it. He told 
Talent to put a drop of medicine into the chick’s eye. 

Talent felt nervous. He was afraid of hurting the chick. Slowly and 
carefully, he put one drop of medicine into the chick’s eye. 

“Is that how you do it?” he asked. 
“Yes, that’s very good,” said Talent’s father. “Now you’ve got another 48 to 

do!” 
Talent felt very pleased. 

Who does each thing? Talent, Mbuso or Mbuso’s father? 

a) Talent b) Mbuso c) Mbuso’s father
1. He invited a friend to visit his home.

2. He normally helps an adult to give medicine to the chicks.
a) Talent b) Mbuso c) Mbuso’s father

3. He was shown how to use the dropper.
a) Talent b) Mbuso c) Mbuso’s father

4. He took some medicine into the dropper the first time.
a) Talent b) Mbuso c) Mbuso’s father

5. He held the chicks.
a) Talent b) Mbuso c) Mbuso’s father

6. ________ put medicine into the second chick’s eye.
a) Talent b) Mbuso c) Mbuso’s father

Answer these questions about the story. 
1. How did Talent feel while he gave medicine to the

chicks?
2. Why did he feel that way?
3. How would you feel if you were in Talent’s situation?

4. How do you feel when you do something
which is new and difficult?

5. How do you feel after you have done it?
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LEVEL 4
14. A baby goat
Look at the picture. Guess what happens in the story. 

Now read the story and answer the questions. 

Chipo held the tiny baby goat in her arms. She was at home with her sister 
Violet, and Violet’s friend Nomusa. Chipo was holding a bottle of milk to the 
kid’s mouth. 

“Do you want to feed her?” she asked Nomusa. 
“OK,” said Nomusa with a smile, and took the bottle. 
“She’s hungry,” Nomusa said. “What happened to her mother?” 
“We don’t know,” said Violet. “She disappeared yesterday. Now we’ve got 

to look after her baby.” 
“Can you get another mother goat to look after her?” asked Nomusa. 
“It’s too late. You can only do that when the kid has just been born. This 

one is a few days old.” 
“What are you going to do?” Nomusa asked. 
“We’ll have to feed her until she’s old enough to look after herself,” said 

Violet. “We’re giving her milk from one of our other goats.” 
“I think she’s had enough now,” said Chipo, and put the kid back in a box 

full of straw. 
“It isn’t going to be easy,” said Violet. “We’ll have to find out lots of things.” 
“But it’ll be worth it,” said Chipo. “Look at her. She’s so cute!” Then she 

kissed the little goat. 
“Don’t kiss the goat!” said Violet. “It isn’t clean!” 



1. Why were the girls looking after the baby goat?
2. What food were they giving to the baby goat?
3. What did Chipo do after they fed the baby goat?
4. What did Violet say about that?

Read the article and answer the questions. 

1. Say three types of feeding bottle you can use.
2. Say three types of milk you can use.
3. Why do you think cow’s milk is not ideal?

Feeding a baby goat: What do you need?
You can feed a kid with a baby’s bottle. Of course, if you do this, do not 
then use the bottle for a baby.  

You can also use an ordinary bottle with a teat from a baby’s bottle on 
the end. A half litre drink bottle is perfect. If you do not have a teat from a 
baby’s bottle, you can use a finger cut from a rubber glove. Make a small 
hole in the end, and then put the finger over the mouth of the bottle. 

If possible, use milk from another goat. If this is not possible, you can 
buy special milk powder for baby goats. If there is nothing else, you can 
use cow’s milk, but this is not ideal.  

teat 
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LEVEL 5
15. At the health clinic
Look at the poster. What is the message of the poster? Where can you 
find this type of poster? 

Now read the story and answer the questions. 

Mbuso was at the health clinic with his mother and his baby brother Nkosi. 
They were waiting for Nkosi’s next immunisation injection.  

Then Mbuso’s friend Nelson came into the waiting room. 
“Hello!” said Mbuso. “What are you doing here?”  
“My grandmother broke her leg,” explained Nelson. “I’m here with the rest 

of my family. We’re bringing her home today. But we’ve got to wait until the 
doctor says she’s ready to go.” 

“There always seems to be lots of waiting when I come to the clinic,” said 
Mbuso. “But I don’t mind. I pass the time by reading the posters.” 

“I’m not very good at reading posters,” said Nelson. “There are often 
words I don’t understand.” 



“Most posters have pictures to help you understand them,” said 
Mbuso. “Look at this one. What do you think it’s about?" 

Nelson looked at the poster. 
“It says HIV, AIDS at the top,” he said. “It must be about that.”  
“Now look at the pictures. What do they show?” 
Nelson looked at the pictures carefully. “Hmm… there’s a picture of a 

mosquito and a picture of shaking hands. Is it about the ways you can’t get 
HIV and AIDS?” 

“That’s right!” said Mbuso. “You can use the pictures to help you to 
understand the words.” 

“Now my grandmother’s ready to leave the clinic,” said Nelson. “See you 
later!” 

1. Why was Mbuso at the health clinic?
2. Why was Nelson at the health clinic?
3. Why did Nelson’s family have to wait?
4. Why doesn't Mbuso mind waiting at the clinic?
5. Why do many posters have pictures?

What information is asked for on this form? 
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LEVEL 5
16. Wash your hands!
Look at the picture. Where is Chipo (on the left)? What’s the other 
person’s job? Can you guess why Chipo is there? 

Now read the story and answer the questions. 
Chipo and her friends were in their school classroom. Chipo was telling her 
friends about the baby goat that she was feeding. While she was telling the 
story, she suddenly started to feel ill. 

“Hey, Chipo, what’s the matter?” said her friend Mercy. “You look terrible.” 
“I feel terrible,” said Chipo. “I’m shaking, and I feel like I want to be sick.” 
The teacher was standing nearby. “I think you should go to the clinic,” she 

said. “It’s only ten minutes walk from here. Mercy, go with her.” 

At the clinic, the nurse took Chipo’s temperature and looked at the 
thermometer.  

“Your temperature’s normal,” she said. “I don’t think it’s anything very 
serious. Have you eaten any food that wasn’t fresh?” 

“No,” said Chipo. “And I was fine earlier today. I was looking after our baby 
goat.” 

“Did you wash your hands after you touched it?” asked the nurse. 
“Erm… I don’t remember,” said Chipo. 
“It’s very important to wash your hands with soap often,” said the nurse. 

“And always do it after you touch an animal.” 
The nurse told Chipo to drink lots of water and rest until she felt better. 
As Chipo and Mercy were walking back to the school, Chipo said, “I love 

looking after animals. I think I’d like looking after people too. Maybe one day 
I’ll work in a clinic.” 



1. Where was Chipo at the start of the story?
2. Why did the teacher tell Chipo to go to the clinic?
3. Who went with Chipo to the clinic?
4. Was Chipo’s sickness serious?
5. Why do you think Chipo was sick?
6. What did the nurse tell Chipo to do?
7. What did Chipo say after they left the clinic?

Complete the sentences with these words from the story. 
nurse  shaking  sick  soap   temperature  thermometer 

1. You  take somebody’s ______________ with a ______________.

2. Chipo felt that she wanted to be _____________, and she was

_____________.

3. The ______________ told Chipo to wash her hands often with

______________.

Look at the posters. Do you always follow this advice? 

 

 

 

 

 

Wash your hands!

Always wash your hands with soap 
 after you go to the toilet
 before you eat
 before you touch food
 after you touch animals
 after you do anything that

makes your hands dirty

Mosquitoes can kill!

Mosquitoes carry malaria. 

 Sleep under a mosquito net.

 Wear long clothes in the
evening.

 Don’t leave water for
mosquitoes to breed in.
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LEVEL 5
17. It’s time for a sight test
What is happening in the picture? Have you ever done this? 

Read the story and answer the questions. 

Mbuso was sitting next to his friend Talent in a lesson. The teacher wrote 
something on the board. 

“What did she write?” Talent asked. Mbuso said the words on the board, 
Then he asked, “Can’t you read it?” 

“No, I can’t see things very clearly if they’re far away,” said Talent.
“I know, but before you could usually read the words on the board,” said 

Mbuso. “That’s why you always sit at the front.” 
“I think I need glasses,” said Talent. “But I probably won’t have to wait 

much longer. The eye test van is coming here soon.” 

A few days later a van arrived at the village. In the van, there was equipment 
for giving eye tests, lots of pairs of glasses and a woman who knew how to 
give sight tests. Every one who needed a sight test did one, and people who 
needed glasses received them. Talent was one of the people who got a pair 
of glasses. They had metal frames, and they looked very smart. 

After the van left, Talent joined Mbuso and his other his friends again. 
“This is better!” he said, pointing at his new glasses. “Now I can see your 

faces more clearly!” 



Answer the questions. 
1. Why does Talent always sit near the chalkboard?
2. Why does he think he needs glasses now?
3. Why did the van come to the village?
4. What did the woman from the van do?
5. Who were given pairs of glasses?
6. What type of glasses did Talent get?

Read about these organisations. For each one, answer these questions: 
● Where does it work?
● Who does it help?
● What help does it give?

__________________________________________________________________

CBM works in more than 50 countries, including 
Zimbabwe. It helps to prevent and cure blindness and 
other disabilities. It also works with people who are living 
with many kinds of disability, and supports them with 
healthcare, education and earning money to live. 
Website: cbm.org  

__________________________________________________________________ 

Zimbabwe Council for the Blind gives eye care  and 
helps blind people in many different ways across 
Zimbabwe. Its work includes visiting schools and 
children who are not at school, and giving glasses and 
other types of eye care to children who need them. 
Website: cfbzimbabwe.com 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Zimbabwe Albino Association works to help 
people who have albinism. It helps them with healthcare, 
education and earning money to live. It also works to 
educate all people about albinism, and to stop them from 
believing untrue things about it. 

                                         Website: zimalbino.co.zw 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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LEVEL 5
18. Candy cakes
Look at the picture. Where are these girls? What are they doing? 

Nomsa and her friend Chenai were working in Nomsa’s aunt’s small 
restaurant in their village. The restaurant served meals at lunchtime and in 
the evening. In the mornings, the kitchen wasn’t needed. Nomsa and Chenai 
used it to make candy cakes. They sold the cakes in the neighbourhood, and 
some people who came to the restaurant also bought their cakes to take 
home. 

One morning they were in the kitchen making cakes as usual. The cakes 
were in the oven, and they were waiting for them to be ready. 

“What’s that smell?” asked Nomsa. 
“The cakes are burning!” said Chenai, and she ran to take the cakes from 

the oven. 
Nomsa looked at the cakes. “They’re cooked a bit too much, but they’re 

not actually burnt,” she said, “We can eat them and give them to our families, 
but we can’t sell them.” 

“Never mind,” said Chenai. “We’ve got enough ingredients to make some 
more.” 

“We’re good at making cakes, but also need to learn to watch the oven!” 
said Nomsa. 



Answer the questions. 
1. Why can the girls use this kitchen?
2. What were they making?
3. Why were they making them?
4. What did Nomsa say they need to do next time?

Read the recipe. Can you write the ingredients into the instructions? 

Candy cakes
Chikenduza, also known as candy cakes, are sweet bread-like cakes from 
Zimbabwe. The name ‘candy cake’ comes from the pink glaze on the top. 

Recipe for 6 cakes
2 teaspoons yeast 
120 ml warm milk 
300 grams flour 
150 grams sugar 
¼ teaspoon salt 
70 grams butter 
1 egg 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

For the glaze: 
85 grams powdered sugar 
red or pink food colouring 
a little water 

1. Mix the yeast and warm __________, and leave it for about 10 minutes.
2. Mix the flour, __________ and salt. Then mix in the other cake ingredients.

The mixture should be quite wet, but not as wet as the mixture for a cake. If it
is too dry, add a little more __________. If it is too wet, add a little more
__________.

3. Cover the bowl and leave it for about one hour, until it has doubled in size.
4. Put the mixture into six small tins, and leave it to rise for about 30 minutes.
5. Bake at 340°F / 170°C for 25 to 30 minutes.
6. Make the glaze. Mix the powdered __________ with one or two drops of

__________ __________ and enough water to make a thick glaze.
7. When the cakes are cool, pour a little glaze on top of each one.

What do the words in bold mean? Discuss your ideas. 
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LEVEL 5
19. A school uniform for
Chipo
The girls in the pictures are Chipo, Violet and Anoona. You read about 
them in in earlier stories. What can you remember about them?  
What do you think Anoona does to earn money? 

Read the story and answer the questions. 

Violet was talking on the phone to her older sister Anoona. Anoona worked 
with some other young women to make clothes. 

“How’s the business going?” Violet asked. 
“It’s quite slow at the moment,” said Anoona. “Another clothes-making 

business has started in the same street, so we’ve got less work.”  
“What are you going to do?” 
“We’re going to start making more wedding dresses,” Anoona replied. “It’s 

difficult to make good wedding dresses. We can do it very well, and we think 
the other business can’t. So we’re going to specialise more in wedding 
dresses.” 

“That sounds a good idea,” said Violet. Then she said, “Our little sister 
Chipo is here too. She wants to talk to you. Here she is.” 

She passed the phone to Chipo. 
“Hi Anoona!” said Chipo. 
“Hello Chipo,” said Anoona. “How school?” 
“It’s going really well. There’s just one problem…”  
“Let me guess,” said Anoona with a laugh. “You need a new school 

uniform?” 
“Yes,” replied Chipo. “I’ve grown a lot in the last year!” 



“I’ll be very happy to make one for you,” said Anoona. 

Are the sentences true or false? 

1. Anoona’s business is going very well.
2. Another business that makes clothes has started in their street.
3. Anoona and her friends are going to make more wedding dresses.
4. Anoona thinks the other business is very good at making wedding

dresses.
5. School is going well for Chipo.
6. Anoona is going to make a school uniform for Chipo.

Read the text and answer the questions. 

● Where does SAIC work?
● What did SAIC do at the start of the pandemic?
● Who did the project help, and how did it help them?

Discuss the meanings of these words, and practise saying them. 
pan dem ic  pandemic 

co ro na vi rus coronavirus  What sound is i here? 
a chieve ment  achievement What sound is ie here? 

in ter nat ion al international What sounds are t and io here? 

co mmu ni ty  community  What sounds are u and y here? 

Discuss the meaning of these words. 

project          low income   community centre   take turns 

Making masks
Safe and Inclusive Cities (SAIC) is a project for low 
income communities in Harare and Bulawayo.  
At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, some 
young people started making face masks. The SAIC 
project bought sewing machines for community 
centres. Then young people could take turns to go to 
the community centres to make masks.  
This project has helped young people to earn some 
money, and it has helped to fight coronavirus. 
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LEVEL 5
20. Elephants in the road!
Look at the picture. How do you think the people on the bus feel about 
the elephants? Why? 

Talent and his grandmother were sitting on a bus. They were travelling to the 
nearest town. Talent’s grandmother wanted to buy some equipment for 
producing marula oil. 

Suddenly, the bus stopped. Talent and his grandmother looked out of the 
window to see why. There were lots of elephants in the road! 

“Oh dear,” said Talent. “I hope the elephants go away soon. We need to 
get to the town before the shops close!” 

“I think there are a lot of elephants around here. That’s because we’re 
near a game reserve,” said his grandmother.

“Grandma, do you know how many elephants there are in Zimbabwe?” 
asked Talent. 

“I have no idea,” said Grandma. 
“I know,” said Talent. “I learned about it at school. Let’s do it like a quiz! 

Do you think it’s about 800 elephants, about 8 000 elephants or about 80 000 
elephants?” 

“I’m sure it’s more than 800,” said Grandma. “I think it’s about 8 000.” 
“It’s about 80 000!” said Talent. 
“Why doesn’t the driver sound the horn?” asked Grandma.  
“I don’t think that’s a good idea,” said Talent. “It’s dangerous to make an 

elephant scared or angry.” 
After about ten minutes, one of the elephants started walking off the road 

and into the bush. 



“Great! He’s going!” said Talent. 
“She’s going,” said Grandma. “The leader of the herd is usually the oldest 

female elephant.” 
The other elephants soon followed the leader, and the road was clear. 
“I didn’t know that,” said Talent. “I’ve learned something new today!” 

1. Why did the bus stop?
2. Why were there elephants in the road?
3. How did Talent find out about elephants?
4. What question about elephants did Talent ask?
5. What was the correct answer?

Zimbabwe wildlife quiz
Can you guess the answers to these questions? (They are on page 1.) 
1. How many different types of wild animal are there in Zimbabwe?

a) About 350 b) About 3 500 c) About 35 000

2. How tall are giraffes?
a) Up to 3.5 metres b) Up to 4.5 metres c) Up to 5.5 metres

3. How many giraffes are there in Zimbabwe?
a) About 2 000 b) About 20 000 c) About 200 000

4. How much do elephants eat each day?
a) Up to 100 kg b) Up to 300 kg c) Up to 500 kg

5. How many stripes do Zebras usually have on each side?
a) 20 - 30 b) 30 - 40 c) 40 - 50

6. Which of these wild animals is not found in Zimbabwe?
a) the buffalo     b) the lion     c) the leopard     d) the rhinoceros
e) the hyena     f) the tiger      g) the crocodile     h) the hippopotamus
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