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Introduction to this guide 
Many learners struggle at school because they lack strong foundations in literacy and 
numeracy. Even more learners are in this situation now, because they have missed a lot 
of learning during the pandemic. During school closures, learners may also have forgotten 
some of what they learned beforehand. The activities in this guide will help you bring 
learners’ foundational skills in literacy up to the level they need, so that learners can follow 
the regular curriculum. 

How to use the catch-up material 
There are twenty catch-up units for English and there is a diagnostic tool before each set 
of lessons.  

The activities in these catch-up lessons are aligned with the principles of PLAP: thus, 
teachers who have been trained in PLAP are encouraged to help other teachers in their 
school and cluster, to supplement the guidance provided here. 

What is the diagnostic tool for?  
Before teaching the catch-up lessons, use the diagnostic tool with your learners. This will 
help you understand how much they can do now.  Follow the instructions for the 
diagnostic tool and then you can decide If the learners need the catch-up lessons, or not.  

How many learners should take the diagnostic 
tool?  
Initially do the diagnostic tool with just five learners in the class. Use your judgement to 
identify five learners showing a wide range of ability: some who appear to be at the top 
and some who are at the bottom. The diagnostic helps you to confirm this judgment and 
gives you useful detailed information about what the learners can and cannot do. It takes 
some time to do the diagnostic tool, so it is not possible to do it with all the learners: if 
they have a lot of ground to catch-up, then you will want to start with the lessons as soon 
as you can. However, please monitor the class carefully once you have started and 
consider using the diagnostic tool with other learners occasionally: in this way you build 
up a picture of the whole class gradually.  

High score? 
If the learners are successful in most of the questions in the diagnostic, then you can 
proceed to teach the regular compressed syllabus for their grade, supplementing it with 
reading materials such as reading cards if available.  

Low score? 
However, if learners are unsuccessful with many of the diagnostic questions, then you 
will need to work through the catch-up lessons in this guide. This is because the learners 
lack the basic foundations in literacy and numeracy: it is essential that they catch-up with 
these before going on to the regular syllabus materials for their grade.  
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Planning the lessons 
Use the diagnostic tool to decide how to use the lessons. You may find that your learners 
need to catch up on a large amount of learning: in that case you should work through the 
lessons quite slowly and thoroughly.   However, you may find that the learners start to 
find the lessons easier after several weeks: in that case, try the diagnostic tool again. 
That might help you decide that you can go more quickly  

How often to use these lessons 
If most learners in the class need to strengthen their foundation skills, then it is 
recommended to use two timetabled lessons for foundation English skills and two 
timetabled lessons for foundation numeracy maths skills.  Where learners are more than 
two grade-levels behind the expected level in literacy and numeracy, they may also need 
additional time through extra curricula clubs or groups. 
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Catch-up lessons contents 
 

Unit Part 1: Reading and writing 
words and sentences 

Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Reading card for older learners: 

1 Reading and writing single letters 1. Two short stories 

2 Reading and writing words with 
simple spellings 

2. Let’s play netball 

3 Common words with irregular 
spellings 

3. Everyone joins in 

4 Sounds of letter combinations 4. Zimbabwean tea 

5 Sounds of letter combinations 5. Kudzai uses sign language 

6 Letters with more than one sound 6. Mending a bike 

7 Words with apostrophes 7. Anoona takes a taxi 

8 Basic punctuation 8. Dee the driver 

9 Writing short sentences 9. Where is Anoona? 

10 Common words with irregular 
spellings 

10. Bethsaida the toy maker 

11 Sounds of letter combinations 11. Electricity from the sun 

12 The ‘magic e’ 12. Marula oil 

13 Silent letters 13. Medicine for chicks 

14 Prefixes and suffixes 14. A baby goat 

15 More words with multiple syllables 15. At the health clinic 

16 Common words with irregular 
spellings 

16. Wash your hands! 

17 Writing sentences 17. It’s time for a sight test 

18 Guided creative writing 18. Candy cakes 

19 Writing an informal letter/email 19. A school uniform for Chipo 

20 Writing a short factual text 20. Elephants in the road! 
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How each unit works 
Each unit has two parts. Part 1 helps learners with foundational literacy. This means: 

● knowing the sounds that are represented by letters and groups of letters (for 
example sh, ai, oo and tch) 

● reading words that don’t follow the standard rules of spelling (for example, the, 
was, people, because) 

● writing words, sentences and short compositions. 

These activities may appear very easy for your learners, but remember - their learning 
may have gone backwards in the last year. 

We hope that all your learners will do the Part 1 activity, although it may be easy for some 
of them. 

Part 2 in each unit is a reading comprehension activity. It takes a reading text from a set 
of Reading Cards and suggests ways that you can use it to improve your learners’ 
reading comprehension skills. 

We hope that all your learners will do the Part 2 activity, although it may be difficult for 
some of them. 

If the reading cards are not available, you can use examples of English exam texts and 
questions instead. Follow the instructions for the Reading Card text and questions, but 
substitute the exam text and questions. You will need to decide which words may be new 
to the class. 

At the end of the Part 2 activity, there is a more challenging extra activity. This is for the 
learners who already have a high level of literacy, and they can be completed by these 
learners at home. It may be that only a few or none of your learners do this activity. 

You don’t have to do both parts of the unit at the same time. In fact, it may be better to 
do it in two separate sessions with a gap in between, as this can help the learners to 
remember what they have learnt.  

All the activities fit in with the Zimbabwe Curriculum Framework. 

Timing 
As a rough guide, you could spend about half an hour on the first activity and half an hour 
on the second activity. That means the Secondary English Catch-up programme gives a 
total of around 20 hours lesson time (not including the Extra activity for the learners at 
the highest levels). However, you may want to spend more or less time on an activity. 
You may also want to repeat an activity if it was difficult for the learners. See Pace below. 

Pace  
If an activity is obviously very easy for your learners, you can go through it quickly, just to 
check that everybody can do it. But be careful - are you sure that everybody can do it 
confidently? If some learners are struggling, slow down to give them a chance to catch 
up. If any learners are really struggling, they could continue to work on that activity while 
the others move on to the next activity. 



 
 

MoPSE Secondary English Catch-up Lessons                                                5 | P a g e  

MoPSE Secondary English Teacher’s Guide 

Keeping safe 
Your learners can do all of the activities in this guide while observing social distancing. 
When an activity calls for pair work or group work, learners can do these even when they 
are one or two meters apart or learning outside. Always follow the current government 
rules and guidelines. If you think that an activity will not be possible under current rules, 
choose a different one. 

Further reading 
Most of the foundational literacy activities are based on the IGATE-T Teacher 
Professional Development modules. If you have these, you can find more information 
about the activities. The module number and activity number are given after each activity. 
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Catch-up diagnostic tool: 
foundational literacy 

Instructions 
Make the learners feel that the test is fun, and that they will not be in trouble if they make 
mistakes or can’t answer. 

There are three versions of the test, so you can test the same learners more than once, 
and can see their progress. It can also be useful if learners who have done one version 
of a test may have told their classmates some of the answers. 

Section A 
Demonstrate with three letters. Point at and say the sound of each letter. Say only the 
sound of the letter, with no other sound added. 

Ask the learner to point at and say the sound of each letter in the box. 

If the learner can give 7 correct sounds out of 10, write a tick () on the recording sheet. 
Otherwise write a cross (). Then go to Section B. 

Section B 
Demonstrate with three words. Point at and say each word.  

Ask the learner to say each word in the box. If the learner can say 7 words out of 10, write 
a tick. Otherwise, write a cross. Then go to Section C. 

Section C 
Ask the learner to say each word in the box. If the learner can say 7 words out of 10, write 
a tick. Otherwise, write a cross. Then go to Section D. 

Section D 
Ask the learner to read the story aloud. Then ask the learner the questions. 

Now use your judgement. Do you believe the learner was able to read and understand 
the text? Accept some hesitation and small mistakes.  

If a learner read the text well, but cannot answer the questions, ask the questions again, 
this time more slowly. 

If you feel that the learner was able to read the text reasonably well and answer at least 
two of the questions, write a tick and go to Section E. Otherwise write a cross for this 
section and Section E, and stop the test. 
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Section E 
Ask the learner to read the story aloud. Then ask the learner the questions. 

Follow the same method for the scores as Section D. 

Total 
Give the learner one point for each tick, to give a score out of 5. 
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Using the results of the Literacy diagnostic tool 
You can use this information in three ways. 

● What total scores out of 5 did most of your class get? For example, mostly 1 to 3? 
This can help you to know their average level of literacy, so you can choose 
activities which are at the right level. 

● In general, what total scores did your class get for each section? For example, 
did many of your learners have problems saying the sounds of individual letters in 
Section A? This can help you to choose the best activities to improve their literacy. 

● Are there any learners whose level is much higher or much lower than the average 
for the class? The lower level ones will need extra help. The higher level ones will 
need extra activities to challenge them. 

Interpreting the results 
 in Section A: The learner needs to do more work with the sounds of single letters.  

 in Section B: The learner needs to do more work with reading words with regular 
spellings (they follow the normal rules of spelling). 

 in Section C: The learner needs to do more work with common words with irregular 
spellings. 

 in Section D: The learner needs to do more work with reading and understanding 
short sentences and very simple texts.  

 in Section E: The learner needs to do more work with reading and understanding 
longer sentences and more complex texts.  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
TEST 1 

Section D 
1. Where is Gift? 
2. What is Gift doing? 
3. What is the book about? 

Answers 

1. Any answer which means ‘at school’.  
2. Any answer which means ‘reading a book’.  
3. Any answer which means ‘animals and birds of Zimbabwe’. 

 

Section E 

1. (Touch the text.) What is this about?  
2. (Point to the first paragraph.) It says three ways people can use bicycles. How can 

people use bicycles? 
3. (Point to the second paragraph.) It says bicycles can help people to have more 

money. How can bicycles help people to have more money?  



 
 

MoPSE Secondary English Catch-up Lessons                                                9 | P a g e  

MoPSE Secondary English Teacher’s Guide 

Answers 

1. ‘Bicycles’, ‘bikes’ or any other answer which shows the learner understands that 
the main topic is  

2. bicycles. 
3. Any answer which means travelling to school, travelling to work and moving things. 
4. Any answer which means that if people spend less time travelling, they can use 

that time to earn  
5. more money. 

TEST 2 

Section D 

1. Where is Simba? 
2. What is Simba doing? 
3. Where does Simba clean? 

Answers 

1. Any answer which means ‘at home’.  
2. Any answer which means ‘cleaning the floor’.  
3. Any answer which means ‘under the table and chairs’. 

Section E 

1. (Touch the text.) What is this about?  
2. (Point to the first paragraph.) It says three places that chickens can live. What 

places can chickens live? 
3. (Point to the second paragraph.) It says that it is cheap to keep chickens. Why is 

cheap to keep chickens? 
 

Answers 

1. ‘Chickens’ or any other answer which shows the learner understands that the main 
topic is  

2. chickens. 
3. Any answer which means farms, gardens and schools. 
4. Any answer which means that we do not need to buy (special) food for chickens. 

TEST 3 

Section D 

1. Where is Zodwa? 
2. What is Zodwa doing? 
3. Where does she buy? 

Answers 

1. Any answer which means ‘in a shop’.  
2. Any answer which means ‘buying food’.  
3. Any answer which means ‘three apples and (a bag of) rice’. 
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Section E 

1. (Touch the text.) What is this about?  
2. (Point to the first paragraph.) It says four things that trees give us. What do tree 

give us? 
3. (Point to the first paragraph.) It says trees are important in another way too. Why 

are trees important? 

Answers 

1. ‘Trees’ or any other answer which shows the learner understands that the main 
topic is  

2. trees. 
3. Any answer which means fruit, nuts, wood and shade from the sun. 
4. Any answer which means that animals and birds need them to live. 

  



 
 

MoPSE Secondary English Catch-up Lessons                                                11 | P a g e  

MoPSE Secondary English Teacher’s Guide 

Diagnostic tool: Literacy Test 1 Learner Sheet 
Section A 

Demonstrate:               t   o   N 

s     a     p     M     g     u     H     f     J     Z 

Section B 

Demonstrate:               yes     clock     tree          

at       sun       big       went       stand 
shop     with      car      make      night 

Section C 

you       the       what       know       little 
said    here    people    didn’t    because 

Section D 

Gift is at school. She is reading a book. The book is 
about the animals and birds of Zimbabwe. 

Section E 

There are many uses for bicycles. They can help 
learners get to school more quickly. They are very 
useful for people who work far from their homes. People 
can also use bicycles to move things from one place to 
another place. 
Bicycles can help people to become richer too. If they 
spend less time travelling, they can use that extra time 
to work. 
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Diagnostic tool: Literacy Test 2 Learner Sheet 
Section A 

Demonstrate:               s   A   m 

t     e     N     D     n     O     V     b     y     K 

Section B 

Demonstrate:               hat     dish     green          

on       big       sat       hand       steps        

like      down      her      moon      catch 

Section C 

she       they       who       page       bottle 
very    here    water    can’t    through 

Section D 

Simba is at home. He is cleaning the floor. He cleans 
under the table and chairs. Now the floor is clean. 

Section E 

We get eggs and meat from chickens, and many people keep 
them. They don’t only live on farms. You can see chickens in 
people’s gardens, and in some schools too. 

Chickens can find things to eat on the ground, and they can eat 
food that we throw away. We do not need to buy special food 
for them, so it is very cheap to keep them.  
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Diagnostic tool: Literacy Test 3 Learner Sheet 
Section A 

Demonstrate:               e   h   D 
P     e     R     S     m     A     i     T     c     w 

Section B 

Demonstrate:                        pen     black     this 
in       red       ant       from       spend 
look      sing      for      play      wish 

Section C 

she       your       why       face       about 
laugh    there    friend    wasn’t    could 

Section D 

Zodwa is in a shop. She is buying food. She buys three 
apples and a bag of rice. 

Section E 

We get many things from trees. They give us fruit and 
nuts to eat. They give us wood to make things and to 
make fires for cooking. Trees also give us shade from 
the sun. 

Trees are important in another way too. Many birds and 
animals need them to live. When we cut down trees, we 
are taking away their food and their homes. 
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Literacy recording sheet: Example 
Name Sec A / Sec B / Sec C / Sec D / Sec E / Total: - / 5 

Tendai      4 

Thabo      0 

Precious      1 

Innocent      2 

Zanele      5 

Nkosi      3 

Princess      5 

Sipho      1 

Nelson      0 

Lungile      2 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

Total 4 5 5 4 2 23 / 50 

  



 
 

MoPSE Secondary English Catch-up Lessons                                                15 | P a g e  

MoPSE Secondary English Teacher’s Guide 

Catch-up lessons 
Unit 1, Part 1: Reading and writing single letters 
Activity: Letter sound bingo 
Use this activity to review and practise writing single letters. 

1. Write the letters of the alphabet on the board in lower-case a b c (not capitals A B 
C). Get the learners to practise saying the main sound of each letters. For 
example, the sounds c, e and g as in cat, end and good, not cinema, me, giant. 
Make sure they say just the sound of the letter, and don’t any extra sounds. (For 
example, s is just ‘ssss’, not ‘suh’ or ‘ser’.) 

2. Leave the letters on the board (but wipe off the x, explaining to the learners that 
almost no words in English start with x). 

3. Each learner must choose six letters from the board and write them into a grid of 
six boxes in their exercise book. For example: 

m b o 

a t y 
 
4. Say the sound of a letter (just the sound, without ‘uh’ or any other sound after it). 

Any learner with that sound can cross it off. Repeat with more letters in random 
order. The first learner to cross of all the sounds is the winner. You may like to 
carry on the game until there have been several ‘winners’. (c, k and q all count 
as the same sound.) 

5. Repeat the game, but this time the learners say the sounds. One learner must 
say the sound of one of the letters from her/his grid (just the sound). They and 
any other learner with that sound can cross it off. Then it is the next learner’s turn 
to say a sound, and so on. The first person to cross off all six letters is the 
winner. The game is quick, so you can repeat it several times. The learners must 
choose different letters each time. 

Short-word version 
Instead of just using the sounds of letters, use words beginning with those sounds. Write 
the words on the board with the first letter underlined. When playing the game, the learner 
says the word that starts with the letter they want to cross out. 

Capital-letters version 
Play the game based on first names (especially the names of people in the class) and 
place name which the class know. These can come from the learners. For example, ask: 

     Who knows a person’s name beginning with B? 
     Who knows a place beginning with M? 
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Write these on the board, and use them for playing the game as described in the short-
word version above. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 2, Activity 3.3b) 
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Unit 1, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 1: Two short stories. These very simple stories are short and easy 
to read. They aim to help learners who have not read much for many months to get back 
in practice with their reading. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the three questions at the top of the 
first page (Nothando’s book). Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of 
answers for each one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers.  

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class. 

4. Repeat steps 1 to 3 above with the story on the second page (How to play Tsoro). 
When you come to these words, stop, and ask the learners to tell you the meaning 
(perhaps by pointing to things in the illustration): collect, holes, ground, stones, 
rules. 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write another story about Nothando. She wants to get more books to read. How does she 
get them? Where can she borrow them from? 
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Unit 2, Part 1: Reading and writing words with 
simple spellings 
Activity: Anagrams 
Use this activity to review and practise writing short words with simple spellings. 

1. Write these words on the board (before the lesson if possible): 

stand spend dress zebra hands print 

small black wants visit glass frogs 

slept kicks spell still jumps crack 

drops quick taxis yells flags visit 

2. Invite learners to choose a word and explain the meaning to the class. They can 
act the word, draw a picture of the word or explain it with other words. Help them 
to explain the meaning better if necessary.  

3. When all the words that at least one learner in the class knows have been covered, 
teach the meanings using the methods described above, plus translation if no other 
way is possible. Try not to spend a long time on stages 2 and 3. Leave plenty of 
time for stages 4 and 5. 

4. Leave the words on the board. On another part of the board, write an anagram of 
one of the words, with the letters in a jumble. For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

Invite the class to say the word (dress). Repeat with two or three more of the words. 

5. The learners work in small groups. In each group, the learners take it in turns to 
write an anagram. They then show the anagram to the group. When the group has 
guessed it they all write the correct spelling of the word in their exercise books. 

Option: the learners do this activity in pairs instead of groups. 

 

(For more activities with the sounds of single letters, see IGATE-T Literacy Module 2 Unit 
1 and Module 3 Unit 1.) 
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Unit 2, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 2: Let’s play netball. This simple story is short and easy to read. It 
aims to help learners who have not read much for many months to get back in practice 
with their reading. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the three questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop, and ask the learners to tell you the meaning 
(perhaps by pointing to things in the illustration): busy, age, team, score, ring, 
match. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 True, 2 True, 3 False, 4 True, 5 False, 6 True, 7 False 

4. In pairs, learners find the words from the text to complete the sentences. When 
they have done this, invite pairs to share their answers with the class.  

Answers: 1 age, 2 rules, 3 goal / net, 4 ring 
 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write the rules of any game or sport that you like. 
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Unit 3, Part 1: Common words with irregular 
spellings 
Activity: What’s my word? 
Use this activity to review and practise reading and writing common words with irregular 
spellings. 

1. Write these words on the board (before the lesson if possible): 
was  they  said  have  put people 
come  walk  were  there  here please 
one  some  any  many  little women 
what  where  when  who because  their 

2. Invite learners to choose a word and say a sentence that includes it. For example, 
I said ‘Hello’, When is the lesson? My brother can’t come to school today because 
he is sick. Help them to give a better sentence if necessary.  

3. When all the words that at least one learner in the class knows have been covered, 
teach the meanings using the method described above, giving a simple sentence 
that demonstrates the meaning. 

4. Each learner chooses a word from the board and says it. Cross out the words that 
have been chosen. If there are more than 24 in the class, after all the words have 
been chosen, the remaining learners can chopse a word for the second time. 

5. Each learner writes their word in large clear letters in their exercise book. 
Alternatively, they could make ‘word hats’. They will need pieces of paper that are 
large enough and sticky tape or paper clips. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Option 1 (easy): The learners walk around the room. When they meet each other, 
they say the other’s word. 

Option 2 (more difficult): The learners walk around the room. When they meet 
each other, they say a sentence which includes the other’s word. It can be a 
sentence they remember from earlier in the lesson, or a new sentence. 

If this stage does not meet current Covid-19 rules, leave it out. 

7. Tell the learners to write all the words in their exercise books. Invite learners to 
choose a word and say a sentence that includes it. It must be a different example 
to the one from earlier in the lesson. The other learners find the word on their 
exercise book page, and point to it. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 3, Activity 2.2)  



 
 

MoPSE Secondary English Catch-up Lessons                                                21 | P a g e  

MoPSE Secondary English Teacher’s Guide 

Unit 3, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 3: Everyone joins in. This story is short and easy to read, and it aims 
to help learners to get back in practice with the reading. It includes the topic of a learner 
with a disability participating fully in school life. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the four questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers.  
3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 

questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 False, 2 True, 3 False, 4 True, 5 true, 6 True, 7 False, 8 False 

4. In pairs, learners match the words with the parts of the picture of a computer. When 
they have done this, invite pairs to share their answers with the class.  

Answers (clockwise from top left): screen, website, mouse, keyboard, key 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write another story about Zandile. She decides to take more photos and share them with 
her family and friends. What does she take photos of? What messages does she receive 
after she shares them?  
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Unit 4, Part 1: Sounds of letter combinations 
Activity: Say the sound 
For foundational literacy, learners need to know the sounds represented by pairs of letters 
(digraphs) and groups of three letters (trigraphs). Here are some of the important ones: 

Consonant sounds 
sh     th     ng     ch     tch     ck     ph     qu 

Vowel sounds 
ai     ea     ee     igh     oa     oo (as in soon)     oo (as in good)     ar     or     ur     ear  
air     er     ou (as in shout)     ow (as in now)     ow (as in show)     oi     oy     ay 

Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of digraphs and trigraphs. 

1. Write a word on the board in large letters with the digraph or trigraph you want to 
revise. For example, if you want to revise ee, you could write green on the board. 
For a list of example words, see Appendix 1 at the back of this book.  

2. Check comprehension of the word. In this case, you could point to a green object 
in the classroom, and ask: What colour is it? Get the class to practise saying the 
word, while you point at it on the board. 

3. Underline the digraph (e.g. green), and get the class to practice saying the sound 
on its own, in a long, drawn out way: ‘eeeeeeeeee’! 

4. Continue until there are about six words on the board, each containing a different 
digraph/trigraph that you want to revise.  

5. Wipe the board, and write just the digraphs (in different places on the board, so 
the learners must read them, not just remember where they were written). Point at 
one of them. The class must all make the sound that goes with it. Repeat with the 
other sounds – the livelier the better! 

6. Write a different word around each digraph. It must be a common word which you 
think the learners already know. For example, feet instead of green. Again, say the 
word and check comprehension (e.g. point at your feet) and get the class to 
practise saying the word. 

7. Ask learners to copy the words into their exercise books. Then ask them to work 
together in groups, and to add more words they know with the diagraphs/trigaphs. 
They should add as many words as they can. 

8. Repeat with more digraphs/trigraphs as time allows.  

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 2, Activity 2.1a) 
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Unit 4, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 4: Zimbabwean tea.  

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Each pair must think of at least three things they 
know about tea. You can ask these questions to help: 

Where does it grow? (many countries including Zimbabwe) 

How does it grow? (on bushes) 

How do we make tea? 

Ask some volunteer pairs to share their answers with the class. 

2. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the two questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

3. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop, and invite the learners to tell you what they mean: 
by hand, harvested, dried, milder flavour.  

4. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 b, 2 c, 3 b, 4 a, 5 d, 6 c 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write some more questions about the text with four answers (a, b, c, d) with only one 
answer that is correct. 
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Unit 5, Part 1: Sounds of letter combinations 
Activity: Missing letters 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of digraphs and trigraphs 
that you did not cover in Unit 4. 

1. Write a word on the board in large letters without the digraph you want to revise 
(See Unit 4 Part 1). It must be a common word you think all the learners will know. 
You could use examples from Appendix 1 at the back of this book. For example: 

g r _ _  (grow) 

2. Say the word and get the class to practise saying it. Check they know the meaning 
of the word. In this case, perhaps ask, When a plant gets bigger, what do we say? 
and use your hands to show getting bigger. The plant... (grows). 

3. Ask the class to say just the missing sound needed to complete the word (‘oh’). 
Write the missing letters into the word. Do not say the names or sounds of the 
individual letters as you write. Say only the sound of the letters together. (‘oh’). 

4. Repeat until you have covered about six common, familiar words with different 
digraphs. Wipe the board. Write the digraphs alone in different positions on the 
board. Point at one of them. The class must say which of the six words it came 
from. Repeat with the other words. 

5. Writes the word again without the digraphs/trigraphs and replace each missing 
letter with a line. For example, rain becomes r _ _ n and mother becomes mo _ _ 
er. The learners must copy the words into their exercise books, and complete them 
with the missing digraphs. 

6. As they did for Unit 4 Part 1, the learners work together in groups, and add more 
words they know with the diagraphs/trigaphs. They should add as many words as 
they can. 

7. Repeat with more digraphs/trigraphs as time allows. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 2, Activity 2.1b) 
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Unit 5, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 5: Kudzai uses sign language. Be especially sensitive about this 
topic if there are any deaf learners in your class. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the two questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
illness, damaged, loud sounds, dropped out, communicate. 

3. Read through the summary sentences. Each pair must try to put them into the 
correct order. Then invite a pair to share their order with the class. The correct 
order is: 

1. Kudzai had an ear infection.  
2. Kudzai became deaf.     
3. Kudzai couldn’t understand her lessons.   
4. Kudzai dropped out of school.    
5. Kudzai started going to a school for deaf learners.   
6. Kudzai learned sign language.     
7. Kudzai’s brothers and aunt learned sign language.    

4. In pairs, learners find the words from the text to complete the sentences. When 
they have done this, invite pairs to share their answers with the class.  

Answers: 1 infection, 2 illness, 3 damaged, 4 communicate 

5. If time allows, ask the learners to practise and learn the four sign language 
gestures in pairs. Then they turn of the cards and take it in turns to do one of the 
gestures - the partner must say what it means. 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Read the story from Reading Card 2 again (Let’s play netball). Write summary sentences 
that are in the wrong order, follow the example on card 5. Then ask another person to 
read the story again and put the sentences in the right order. 
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Unit 6, Part 1: Letters with more than one sound 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of these letters that have 
more than one sound in words with regular spellings: 

a: hat / small c: come / nice g: big / page y: yes / happy / try 

Before the lesson, write these words in large letters with each on a separate piece of 
paper. Write the letter with more than one sound in a different colour and underlined as 
shown. If you have fewer than 36 learners, omit some words. If you have more than 36, 
repeat some words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Give each learner a card. They take it in turns to stand up and show their card to 

the class. They say the word, and then the whole class says the word. If you think 
some learners may not know the meaning, invite learners to give an example 
sentence with the word. Teach the meaning too if necessary. 

2. The learners stand up and walk around the classroom. Each learner must find 
another with a word with the same sound for the letter in a different colour and 
underlined. When two learners have found a match, they continue to walk around 
together, looking for any other learner with a matching card. They continue until all 
the matches have been found. 

3. If Covid-19 rules allow, collect the cards, redistribute them and repeat the activity. 
Continue for several more turns. Explain to the learners that they must tell you if 
you offer them a card with a word that they have had before.  

4. Stick the cards to the board or wall, so that each one is next to the other cards with 
the same sound for the coloured/underlined letter. To do this, invite one learner to 
come and fix their card. Then ask who has a card with the same sound for the 
letter in a different colour. These learners must then come and fix their cards next 
to the first one. 

 

 

 

 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 4, Activity 1.3b)  
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Unit 6, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 6: Mending a bike.  

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the four questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: rack, 
bike repair place, tyre, puncture, can’t afford. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 b, 2 c, 3 b, 4 a, 5 d, 6 c 

4. Read the words for bike parts. For each word, the learners must point at that part 
on the picture of a bike, and say the word after you. 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Draw a picture of what you can see around you. Write words on the pictures for the things 
that are in it. How many words can you write? 
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Unit 7, Part 1: Words with apostrophes 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of common words with 
apostrophes. 

Write these sentences on the board (if possible, before the lesson): 

Its good.  Im very sorry. 

Whats your name? Whos that? 

She isnt my sister. I dont like milk. 

My radio doesnt work.   She cant swim. 

Thats very easy.    Youre right. 

We didnt know.  Ive lost my pencil. 

1. Read each one aloud, and then get the whole class to say it aloud after you. 
2. For the first sentence, invite them to say where the missing apostrophe goes (It’s 

good.) and add the apostrophe to the sentence. 
3. The learners copy all the sentences into their exercise books. In pairs, they decide 

where the missing apostrophes go. 
4. Invite learners to come to the board and write in the missing apostrophes. 
5. Ask learners to write more short sentences which have words with missing 

apostrophes. Their partners must say where the missing apostrophes go. Then 
they add the missing apostrophes to their own sentences. Some learners may only 
be able to write a small number of very short sentences that are similar to the 
examples from the board. Others may be able to write longer sentences with other 
words such as haven’t, she’s, I’ll, won’t, mustn’t, couldn’t etc. 

(For more ideas for teaching words with apostrophes, see IGATE-T Literacy Module 4, Activity 2.3.) 
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Unit 7, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 7: Anoona takes a taxi.  

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the three questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: city 
centre, female, belongs to, driving text, Highway Code. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. In question 7, when you come to owns 
or build, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning. 

4. Each pair must talk about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then 
invite pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

5. Answers: 1 False, 2 False, 3 true, 4 True, 5 False, 6 False, 7 True 
6. Read the words for car parts. For each word, the learners must point at that part 

on the picture of a car, and say the word after you. 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Think of things that you must do when you drive a car on the road, and things that you 
mustn’t do. Write a list. 
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Unit 8, Part 1: Basic punctuation 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of basic punctuation in 
short statements and questions, including starting with a capital letter. It also practices 
word order in statements and questions. 

1. Write this jumbled question on the left of board, and the jumbled answer on the 
right. 

 

 

 

2. In pairs, the learners try to guess the question and the answer. Invite them to share 
their ideas. (What’s your favourite colour? / My favourite colour is red.) Get the 
whole class to practice saying the question followed by the answer. 

3. Ask the learners to write the question and answer in their exercise books. Remind 
them to start with a capital letter, and to put the question mark or full stop at the 
end. 

4. Write the correct versions on the board, so the learners can check their work. 
5. Write these question and answer pairs on the board with the words and 

punctuation marks jumbled, as shown above. As in the example above, do not put 
a capital letter for the first word. Where there is a comma, include that after the 
word. Working in pairs, the learners work out the sentences and write them. When 
they have finished, invite them to share their ideas with the class. Write the correct 
version on the board. 

Where do you live? I live in [your location]. 

How old are you? I’m thirteen years old. 

How many chickens do you have? We have seven chickens. 

Do you like tea? No, I don’t. 

6. Repeat with four more pairs: 

Do you want an apple? Yes, please. 
Where is your pen? It’s in my bag. 
Is this your pencil? No, it isn’t. 
Can you ride a bike? No, I can’t. 

7. The learners make more jumbled questions and answers for their partner to guess. 
The partner must write the correct version. Some learners may not be able to do 
this with more than one or two simple sentences, but others may be able to 
produce several longer and more complex sentences. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 5, Activities 3.1 and 3.2.) 
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Unit 8, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 8: Dee the driver. The learners may be interested to know that this 
is based on an interview with a real person. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the two questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the text while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop, and invite the learners to tell you what they mean: 
organisation, furniture, conversation, scary, distance, tourists, game reserves. 

3. Read through the role play instruction. First partner A is the interviewer and asks 
the question, and Partner B is Dee the driver. Then they swap roles and repeat. 

4. Each pair must find the words in the text that go with the definitions. Then invite a 
pair to share their ideas with the class. 

Answers: 1 conversation, 2 scary, 4 game reserve, tourist 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Imagine another job, and write an interview with a person who does that job. 
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Unit 9, Part 1: Writing short sentences 
Activity: Crazy sentences 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ ability to write short sentences. 

1. Ask the learners to give you examples of ‘doing words’. For example, sit, play, 
write, go, understand. Write two or three of their examples on the board. Explain 
that these are called ‘verbs’ and write verbs above them. 

verbs 
sit     play 

understand 
2. Repeat with ‘describing words’ / adjectives (good, old, yellow, nice, dangerous) 

and ‘things’ / nouns (chair, water, elephant, school, time). 
3. Ask one volunteer for a verb, and write in on the board. Repeat with an adjective 

and a noun. 
4. Working in pairs, the learners try to write a sentence which uses all three. The verb 

can be in the past. It can be a strange sentence if they wish. For example: I played 
football with a yellow elephant. 

5. Ask pairs to share their ideas. Write one or two of the best ones on the board. 
6. Repeat with more verb/adjective/noun combinations. 
7. After a while, perhaps make it more challenging by adding ‘how we do it’ words / 

adverbs. For example, quickly, well, carefully, suddenly, dangerously. 

(For more activities on reading and writing short sentences see IGATE-T Literacy Module 5 Unit 3 and 
Module 6 Unit 1.) 
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Unit 9, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 9: Where is Anoona?  

1. If the class read about Anoona in Reading Card 7, ask them to tell you what they 
can remember about her. Where is she? Why did she take a taxi? 

2. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the three questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

3. Read aloud the messages while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. 
When you come to these words, stop, and invite the learners to tell you what they 
mean: buildings, busy, park. At the end. invite them to tell you where Anoona is. 

4. Read through the guide book text while the learners follow on the page with their 
fingers. When you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the 
meaning: relax, fountain, playground, restaurant, wedding parties. 

5. Read aloud the comprehension questions. In question 3, when you come to bunch, 
stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning. 

6. Each pair must talk about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then 
invite pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

7. Answers: 1 National Botanic Gardens, 2 Harare Gardens, 3 Africa Unity Square, 
4 Harare Gardens, 5 Africa Unity Square. 

8. Read through each place in a city, and get the learners to say that place after you, 
and to say what you can do in each place. Then in pairs, they write a sentence for 
each place. Give them one or two examples to get them started: In a bank, you 
can put money into a bank account. You can study at a university. Visit the pairs 
while they work, and check their sentences. 

9. Invite the class to tell you what they know about the four cities on the map. If they 
don’t know much, give them a little extra information. For example, Bulawayo is 
the second biggest city in Zimbabwe. Encourage them to do the extra activity 
below at home. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write sentences about the cities on the map, and about any other towns/cities that you 
know about. 
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Unit 10, Part 1: Common words with irregular 
spellings 
Activity: Rhyming words 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of common words with 
irregular spellings. 

1. Make rhyming words cards by writing these words in large letters on separate 
pieces of paper. Choose enough so that every learner has a card. If there are more 
than 32 in the class, repeat some words. The learners will need something to fix 
their cards to the walls. 

near / here go / know four / sure high / eye 

where / share great / eight was / because shoe / two 

heard / word choose / news key / she hour / flower 

noise / boys make / break stuff / enough off / cough 

2. Check that the learners understand the concept of rhyming words, and 
demonstrate it with examples. For example, my / buy, do / shoe, fun / done. 

3. Hold up two cards from the set, but do not say the words. Sometimes the words 
must rhyme, and sometimes they must not rhyme. If they rhyme, the class must 
say ‘yes’. Otherwise, they must say ‘no’. Then get the class to read and say both 
words. Check they know the meanings of the more difficult words by demonstrating 
the word, asking a question, drawing a simple picture or (if it is the only possible 
way) asking the learners to say the word in their home language. 

4. Shuffle the cards. Give each learner a card. They must walk around and find the 
learner with the rhyming word. Then they fix their cards next to each other on the 
wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this stage is not possible under current Covid-19 rules, ask learners to take it in 
turns to stand, hold up their card and say the word. The learner with the rhyming word 
must do the same. Then all the learners read and say both words together. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 4, Activity 2.1.) 
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Unit 10, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 10: Bethsaida the toy maker?  

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the three questions at the top of the 
first page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers for each 
one. Then get pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
melted, metal, tin cans, expert, skills, shapes, awful, cross, patient, terrible. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

4. Each pair must find the words in the text that go with the definitions. Then invite a 
pair to share their ideas with the class. 

5. Answers: 1 melts, 2 colourful, 3 expert, 4 skills, 5 patient, 6 terrible. 
6. Read aloud the stages of making toy cars. When you come to these words, stop, 

and ask the learners to tell you the meaning: flat, bend, pieces. 
7. In pairs, the learners decide the correct order of the sentences, and copy them into 

their exercise books. The correct order is: 

1. Choose some nice tin cans. 
2. Make the can flat. 
3. Cut the shapes. 
4.  Bend the pieces. 
5. Put the pieces together. 
6. Put on the wheels 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Think of another thing that you can make or do. For example: cook sadza, make a paper 
hat, send a message on a phone. Write instructions for somebody who doesn’t know how 
to do it. 
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Unit 11, Part 1: Sounds of letter combinations 
Activity: Listen and point 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of common groups of two 
and three letters than represent one sound (digraphs and trigraphs). 

1. Write these letters on the board. 

ar      th      oo      ee      ai      ng      or      ch 

2. Go through the sounds with the learners and get them to read and say each one 
a few times. Then they copy them into their exercise books. Say just the sound of 
the letters, with no other sound added. Note that the sound for oo is as in food, not 
as in book. 

3. In pairs or small groups, learners must write some words they know with these 
letters representing those sounds. 

4. Learners take it in turns to say a word from their pair’s/group’s collection. 
Everybody else in the class must point at the letters in their exercise books. Here 
are some words in case learners cannot produce enough themselves. 

rain see going food this farm 
children sport feet sing chicken paint 
born car mother moon forty thanks 
wrong train boot rich horse arm 
three (th + ee) morning (or + ng) 

5. Repeat (in this lesson or a later lesson) with these letters. Note that the sounds of 
ow and oo are as in now and book. 

ow      sh      oo      ea      ay      tch      ew 

eat  how wash watch pay book 
town few look away brown shop 
match new each today good catch 
teacher grew now share play stood 

6. Repeat (in this lesson or a later lesson) with these letters. 

ck      ph      ur      oi      ow      igh      air      ear 
 near grow oil hair high phone 
 turn clock night earrings pair hurt 
 elephant show boil stick right dear 
 stairs photo chicken point knowing nurse 

 
(For more activities with digraphs and trigraphs see IGATE-T Literacy Module 2 Unit 2, Module 3 Unit 2 
and Module 4 Unit 1.)  
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Unit 11, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 11: Electricity from the sun. 

1. Ask the learners to look at the diagram at the top of the page. Read aloud the 
word/words for each thing, and get the learners to say them after you. Invite 
explanations about what the diagram shows.  

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
internet café, power, organisation. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite a pair to share their 
ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 True, 2 False, 3 True, 4 True, 5 False, 6 True 

4. Read through the list of words (battery, power etc.) and the article about solar 
power, but leave a pause for each space. The learners follow with their fingers on 
the page while you read.  

5. In pairs, the learners copy the text into their exercise books with the missing words. 
The correct order is: panel / sunlight / wire / battery / power / lights / charge. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
What are the good things about solar power? Write a composition explaining how solar 
power works, and why it is useful. 
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Unit 12, Part 1: The ‘magic e’ 
Activity: ‘Magic e’ 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of the way that e at the end 
of a word can change the sound of the vowel that comes before. 

1. Before the lesson, make a card with e written at the left side (see the illustration). 
2. Write the word on the board as shown here. Get the class to say each one first 

without and then with the e next to it (at / ate, not / note etc.) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

3. Write these words with gaps on the board. If possible, do it before the lesson. 

 b__ke l__ke m__ke sn__ke 
 t__ke sm__ke b__te d__te 
 g__te l__te n__te wr__te 

 f__ce f__ne h__ge h__le 
 h__pe l__fe m__de p__ge 
 ph__ne pr__ze r__de  t__me 
4. Organise the class into pairs or groups. They must find missing letters to complete 

the words. The first to do it (or the pair/groups that finds the most) wins the game.  
5. Invite the answers, and complete them on the board: bike, like/lake, make, snake, 

take, smoke, bite, date, gate, late, note, write/wrote, face, fine, huge, hole, hope, 
life, made, page, phone, prize, ride/rode/rude, time/tame. Check/teach the 
meanings of words that may be new to the class by demonstrating, explaining or 
(if no other way is possible) translating. In particular, the following may be new: 
huge, hole, ride/rode, tame. 

(For more activities with the ‘magic e’ see IGATE-T Literacy Module 2 Activity 2.3, Module 3 Activity 1.3 
and Module 4 Activities 1.1a & 1.1b.) 

  



 
 

MoPSE Secondary English Catch-up Lessons                                                39 | P a g e  

MoPSE Secondary English Teacher’s Guide 

Unit 12, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 12: Marula oil 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the question at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the question, and think of an answer. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class. 

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
kernel (the centre of the marula nut), to press, oil press, worth it, work it out, 
calculate, realised. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

4. Ask the pairs to look at the advertisement and answer the questions. Invite a pair 
to share their answers. 

Answers: a. / 1 cooking, putting on your face and hair; small producers in Zimbabwe. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Read Reading Card 4 Zimbabwean tea again. Write an internet advertisement for tea 
from small producers in Zimbabwe. 
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Unit 13, Part 1: Silent letters 
Activity: Find the silent letter 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of silent letters in common 
words. 

1. Choose some words from this list. Decide how many is right for your lesson. For a 
class with a low level of literacy, five or six may be enough. A class with a higher 
level of literacy may be able to manage ten or more. The silent letters are in bold. 

school know what listen write hour 

walk answer wrong knee daughter would 

thought half talk could foreign autumn 

scissors sign guess castle weigh whose 

knife biscuit whole should building through 

island honest guitar Christmas 

2. Write the first word from your list on the board. Get the class to say it. Check they 
know the meaning by demonstrating the word, asking a question, drawing a simple 
picture or (if no other way is possible) asking the learners to say the word in their 
home language. 

3. Tell the class to copy the word into their exercise books. 
4. Get the learners to work in pairs. Each pair must find and draw a circle around the 

silent letter, preferably in a different colour. 

 

 

5. Once the pairs have done this for each word in your list, ask volunteers to come to 
the board and circle the silent letters. The other learners check their work and 
change it if necessary. After each word, get the whole class to practise saying it 
together again. 

6. In this lesson or a later lesson, repeat the activity with more words with silent 
letters. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 4, Activity 2.2.) 
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Unit 13, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 13: Medicine for chicks 

1. Ask the learners to look at the main picture, and invite them to guess what happens 
in the story. 

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
plastic tube, dropper, nervous. 

3. Read through the first six comprehension questions. Each pair must talk about the 
questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to share their 
ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 b, 2 b, 3 a, 4 b, 5 c, 6 a 

4. Repeat with the second set of questions. Questions 3 to 5 do not have a correct 
answer - encourage learners to give their personal responses. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write a story about a young person who felt nervous about doing something difficult. Then 
she/he did this thing, and it went very well. After that, she/he felt very happy. 
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Unit 14, Part 1: Prefixes and suffixes 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of prefixes and suffixes. 
Here are some common prefixes and suffixes: 

Prefixes 
un- (unusual, unfortunately, untie) 
im- (impossible, impolite, impure) 
dis- (disagree, disappear, dislike) 
re- (redo, rewrite, rebuild, relearn) 
 
Suffixes 
-s (girls, books, ideas, stones, months) 
-ing (looking, getting, choosing, asking) 

-ed (wanted, used, looked, played) 
-er (bigger, older, happier, hotter) 
-est (biggest, oldest, happiest, hottest) 
-ly (quickly, badly, usually, strangely) 
-ful (careful, helpful, colourful) 
-ness (illness, happiness, goodness)  
-less (useless, tasteless, harmless) 
-ation (imagination, information, 
vaccination)

In some cases the spelling of the root word changes. For example, happy → happier, big 
→ biggest, imagine → imagination. 

Note that not every example of these letters is a prefix or suffix. For example, un is not a 
prefix in understand and ation is not a suffix in station. 

ACTIVITY: Match the prefixes and suffixes 
1. Before the lesson, make cards for all the prefixes and suffixes in bold above 

except for -s -ing, -ed and -er. That leaves 10 in total. Fix them to the walls around 
the room.  

2. In the lesson, say one of the words above without the prefix or suffix (for example, 
fortunately) and write it on the board. Check understanding of the meaning. For 
example, Do you know a word that means ‘fortunately’ and begins with L? (luckily). 

3. Organise the class into pairs or small groups. Choose one pair or group. Say 
Which letters on the wall can go with ‘fortunately’? They must decide, then one 
person from the pair or group must stand and go to the card with un. If they are 
correct, they get a point. Ask the group/pair for a sentence that uses the word. For 
example, Unfortunately, I lost my pen.  

4. Repeat with another word. Note that in some cases, two matches are possible: 
quickly/quickest, careful/careless etc. Continue until you have covered all 10 
prefixes/suffixes, and every pair/group has had a turn. 

5. Explain that these letters which go before other words are called ‘prefixes’ and 
these letters which go after other words are called ‘suffixes’. 

6. Ask the learners to copy the prefixes and suffixes from the wall in their exercise 
books. In their pairs/groups, they add more words they know with those 
prefixes/suffixes. They should add as many words as they can. Visit the groups, 
and draw their attention to any words which are not examples of prefixes/suffixes 
(under, distance, really, best etc.) 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 5, Activity 2.2b)  
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Unit 14, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 14: A baby goat. 

1. Ask the learners to look at the main picture, and invite them to guess what happens 
in the story. 

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: kid, 
disappeared, straw, cute. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

4. Read aloud the article about feeding a baby goat while the learners follow on the 
page with their fingers. When you come to these words, stop and invite the learners 
to tell you the meaning: ordinary, teat, rubber glove, powder, ideal. 

5. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the article. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write the next part of the story. One day, the baby goat escaped. The girls looked for her. 
After a while, Chipo found the baby goat in a very strange place. 
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Unit 15, Part 1: More words with multiple 
syllables 
Activity: Join the syllables 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ ability to read words with three or more 
syllables. 

1. Draw ten boxes on the board, and give each one a number. In each box, write the 
syllables of a longer word in random order. There must be clear space between 
each syllable. if possible, do it before the lesson. This example is for the word 
interesting: 

1.  diff  i  cult 2.  care  full  y 3.  beau  ti  ful 
4.  fav  our  ite 5.  news  pap  er 6.  in  te  rest  ing 
7.  tel  e  vis  ion 8.  un  us  u  al 9.  im  poss  i  ble 
10.  el  ec  tric  i  ty 

2. Organise the learners into pairs. Ideally, have at least one learner with a higher 
level of literacy in each pair. 

3. Tell the pairs to try to find the words that are in the boxes, and to write them in their 
notebooks. Do one of the easier ones on the board as an example. 

4. The pairs find the words ‘hidden’ in the boxes, and write them down. Do not 
necessarily expect every pair to find every word. 

5. Ask for one of the words. When a pair tells you, write it below the box of syllables. 
Check everybody understands the meaning of the word, and get them to practise 
saying it. Make sure they say it as it is really pronounced, rather than as a string 
of unconnected syllables. 

6. Repeat with the other words. 
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7. If time allows, or in a later lesson, repeat the activity with these words: 

1.  com  pu  ter  2.  tel  e  phone  2.  a  maz  ing  
4.  ex  treme  ly  5.  mag  a  zine  6.  ac  tiv  i  ty 
7.  in  cred  i  ble  8.  ag  ri  cult  ure 9.  acc  i  dent  all  y  
10.  u  niv  er  sit  y 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 5, Activity 2.3)  
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Unit 15, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 15: At the health clinic. 

1. If the learners have read Reading Card 14, ask them what they can remember 
about Chipo. (She is looking after a baby goat with no mother.)  

2. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the questions at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class. Make sure you mentioned that posters like 
this appear in health clinics. 

3. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
immunisation injection, waiting room, mosquito. 

4. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

5. Read through the registration form. At each word, stop and invite the learners to 
tell you the meaning and give possible examples for completing that box in the 
form. 

6. Ask the learners to copy the form into their exercise books, and to complete it for 
themselves. Explain that for any box that doesn’t apply, they can write none. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write the story from Nelson’s point of view. You can start like this: Nelson was at the 
health clinic. he went into the waiting room, and saw his friend Mbuso.  
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Unit 16, Part 1: Common words with irregular 
spellings 
Activity: Same sound, different letters 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ knowledge of different ways to spell 
the same sounds. 

1. On the board, write too. Ask the class to suggest words that rhyme with too. 
2. After you have received three or four suggestions, ask the class to work in groups. 

They must think of as many words as they can. Everybody in the group should 
write all the words. They group that can think of the most words wins the game.  

3. Ask for suggestions. Write these ones on the board (and give them to the class 
even if nobody thought of them): do, to, who, grew, knew, true, through, shoe, two, 
queue. Teach the meanings of any unfamiliar words by demonstrating, explaining 
or (if no other way is possible) translating into the learners’ home language. In 
particular, through and queue may be new to some learners. 

4. Repeat with words that rhyme with buy. (I, my, try, lie, tie, high, eye, why - lie and 
tie may be new to some learners.)  

5. Repeat with words that rhyme with no. (go, so, grow, know, low, throw, toe, sew, 
dough, oh - low, toe, sew, dough and oh may be new to some learners.) 

6. Either in this lesson or in a later lesson, repeat with words that rhyme with me. 
(she, he, we, tree, see, free, tea, sea, key - free and key may be new to some 
learners.) 

7. Repeat with words that rhyme with hair. (pair, air, fair, wear, bear, care, stare, there 
- - fair, bear, care and stare may be new to some learners.) 

8. Repeat with words that rhyme with or. (for, for, door, floor, poor, more, store, 
ignore, saw, draw, straw - store, ignore and straw may be new to some learners.) 

 

(For more activities with different ways to spell the same sounds, see IGATE-T Literacy Module 3 Unit 2 
and Module 4 Unit 2.) 
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Unit 16, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 16: Wash your hands! 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the questions at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
feeding, terrible, shaking, be sick, nurse, temperature, thermometer. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

4. The pairs complete the sentences with words from the story. Invite a pair to share 
their answers with the class.  

Answers: 1 temperature / thermometer, 2 sick / shaking, 3 nurse / soap 

5. Ask the learners to read the poster about washing hands. Invite them to say which 
things on the poster they do, and which they don’t do. Repeat with the poster about 
mosquitoes. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write a poster with advice about not drinking dirty water. Draw a picture to go with it if you 
can.  
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Unit 17, Part 1: Writing sentences 
Activity: Finish the sentence 
Use this activity to revise and check your learners’ ability to compose and write longer 
sentences. 

1. Look at the sentence beginnings below. Write the first one on the board (I like    .). 
Invite suggestions about ways to complete it. As well as short examples (I like 
sadza.) encourage longer ones (I like playing games with my friends.) 

2. Repeat with these other sentence beginnings. Note the spaces followed by a full 
stop or question mark. 

I like             . 
What time           ? 
I’ve never             . 
Have you ever          ? 
Last Sunday, I             . 
Tomorrow, I’m going to             . 
Where           ? 
There’s a             . 
Can           ? 
In the future, I would like to             . 

3. The learners work in pairs. They compose sentences and write them in their 
exercise books. Early finishers can write more than one example for each 
sentence. 

4. Invite the pairs to share their ideas with the class. For each one, invite a learner 
who gave a good example to come and complete that sentence on the board. Lead 
the whole class in reading it and saying it together. 

 

(For more activities on writing sentences, see  IGATE-T Literacy Module 6 Unit 1.) 
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Unit 17, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 17: It’s time for a sight test! 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the questions at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
glasses, eye test, van, metal frames, smart. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

4. Read through the information about organisations while the learners follow on the 
page with their fingers. When you come to these words, stop and invite the learners 
to tell you the meaning: cure, blindness, disability, healthcare, albinism. 

5. Read aloud the comprehension questions above the information. Each pair must 
talk about the questions, and decide the answers for each organisation. Then invite 
pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write a conversation. One person works for one of the organisations on the Reading 
Card. This person explains his/her work to another person. The other person is interested, 
and asks questions. 
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Unit 18, Part 1: Guided creative writing 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and develop your learners’ creative writing skills. 

1. Write these questions on the board. If possible do it before the lesson. 

Where does the story happen?  
Who is it about? 
What is this person’s name? 
What problem did she/he have? 
What did she/he do about this problem?  
What happened in the end? 

2. Tell the class that they are going to plan a story together. Ask them for suggestions 
for answers to each question. Listen to at least three suggestions for the first 
question. Choose the one you think is best, and write it next to the question. 
Repeat for the other questions. 

3. The learners write the story, following the structure on the chalkboard. Visit them 
while they work, and check that they are doing it properly. Encourage learners with 
higher levels of literacy to add details to the story, and perhaps some conversation. 

4. Do not correct minor errors – this activity is for fluency in writing. If you see a 
serious error, point at it, tell the learner there is a mistake, and ask how they can 
correct it. Only give them the correction if they cannot do it for themselves. 

5. If possible, collect in all the pieces of writing and check them again. This will help 
you understand more about your learners’ levels of writing skill. Write a positive 
comment at the end of each piece: Well done! Nice story! I enjoyed reading this! 
etc. And/or draw a smiley face! 

Alternative version for learners with higher levels of literacy 
1. Tell the class that they are going to plan a story together. They should work in pairs 

to decide their own answers to each of the questions. Visit the pairs and check that 
their answers are suitable. 

2. Proceed as described above for version 1, but very pair produces their own story. 

 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 7, Activity 2.1) 
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Unit 18, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 18: Candy cakes. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the questions at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
restaurant, oven, burning, burnt, ingredients. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

4. Read through the recipe ingredients while the learners follow on the page with their 
fingers. For each food item, perhaps ask the learners to translate it into their home 
language. 

5. Read through the recipe instructions while the learners follow on the page with 
their fingers. Explain that it is not always necessary to understand every word in a 
text. Ask them to complete the text with words from the text. 

6. Answers: 1 milk, 2 sugar / water/ flour, 6 sugar / food colouring 
7. Invite the learners to suggest the meanings of the words in bold: mixture, doubled, 

rise, bake, drop. 

 

Extra activities for higher-level learners 
Draw pictures showing somebody following the recipe, and write words on the pictures to 
help explain what the person is doing. 
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Unit 19, Part 1: Writing an informal letter/email 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and develop your learners’ ability to compose and write an 
informal letter or email. 

1. Write these questions on the board. If possible, do it before the lesson. 

Who is your friend? 
Where does he/she live? (It must be far away.)  
What are you inviting him/her to? 
When is it? 
What is going to happen? 

2. Tell the class that they are going to write a letter (or email) together. This letter is 
going to invite a friend to come to an event (for example a wedding). Explain that 
the ‘friend’ can be invented. 

3. Ask the class for suggestions for answers to each question. Listen to at least three 
suggestions for the first question. Choose the one you think is best, and write it 
next to the question. Repeat for the other questions. 

4. The learners write the letter, following the structure on the board. Visit them while 
they work, and check that they are doing it properly. They should start with Dear + 
the name of the recipient, and end with Best wishes (or other suitable words) + the 
name of the sender. Encourage learners with higher levels of literacy to add plenty 
of details. If you plan to continue the activity in the next lesson, collect the letters. 

5. Perhaps in the next lesson: Select a good letter from one learner, and read it 
aloud. Write a short reply on the board, which accepts the invitation, and read it 
aloud to the class.  

6. Tell the class that in pairs they must write a letter that refuses the invitation and 
explains why (for example the journey will be too long and too expensive). Visit the 
pairs while they do this, and give help to any body who needs it. 

7. Choose some of the best invitation letters and replies, and fix them to the walls of 
the classroom. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 7, Activity 2.3.a) 
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Unit 19, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 19: A school uniform for Chipo. 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the questions at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
clothes, business, wedding dresses, specialise. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

4. Read through the article about making masks while the learners follow on the page 
with their fingers. Tell the class not to worry about new words yet. 

5. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the article. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

6. Read aloud the instructions about discussing word meanings while the learners 
follow on the page with their fingers. Then they discuss the meanings of the words 
in pairs. This may be quite challenging for some of them. Tell them you are not 
expecting them to work out the meaning of every word. 

7. Invite the learners to suggest the meanings of the words. It may be difficult to 
explain some meanings in English. In these cases, perhaps use translation into 
the home language. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Look again at the health advice posters on Reading Card 16. Wash your hands! Make 
a poster about wearing a mask and washing your hands and wearing a mask to help stop 
coronavirus. 
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Unit 20, Part 1: Writing a short factual text 
Activity 
Use this activity to revise and develop your learners’ ability to write a short factual 
text/essay. 

1. Write these questions on the chalkboard. If possible, do it before the lesson. 

What interesting thing did you learn in another lesson?  
What school subject was it? 
Explain the interesting thing. 
What is the title for this piece of writing? 

2. Tell the class that they are going to write together about something interesting that 
they learned in another lesson recently. Ask the class for suggestions for ideas to 
answer the first question. Listen to at least three suggestions. Choose the one you 
think is best, and write it next to the question. Then ask for answers to the other 
questions. Try to collect at least four points for ‘explain the interesting thing’. 

3. The learners work in groups of three to four. One is the ‘secretary’. They work 
together to produce a piece of writing based on the information they heard in stage 
1.  

4. Visit the groups and give help where necessary. When the groups have finished, 
ask them to compare their stories with other groups. Can the other groups help to 
make their text more interesting and/ or more fun to read? 

Additional stage or lesson for classes with a higher level of literacy 
The learners work individually. They choose a different interesting thing from another 
lesson, and write another text. Visit them while they work, and give help and 
encouragement where it is needed. 

(Adapted from IGATE-T Literacy Module 7, Activity 2.3.a) 
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Unit 20, Part 2: Reading comprehension 
Use Reading Card 20: Elephants in the road! 

1. Tell the learners to work in pairs. Read aloud the questions at the top of the first 
page. Each pair must talk about the questions, and think of answers. Then get 
pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

2. Read aloud the story while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. When 
you come to these words, stop and invite the learners to tell you the meaning: 
equipment, marula oil (see card 12) shops close, game reserve, sound the horn, 
the bush, herd, female. 

3. Read aloud the comprehension questions about the story. Each pair must talk 
about the questions, and decide the answer for each one. Then invite pairs to 
share their ideas with the class.  

4. Read through the quiz while the learners follow on the page with their fingers. 
When you come to the word stripe, stop and invite the learners to tell you the 
meaning. Each pair must talk about the questions, and decide the answer for each 
one. Then invite pairs to share their ideas with the class.  

Answers: 1 a, 2 c, 3 b, 4 b, 5 a 6 f. These answers are also on the other side of the card, 
next to the picture. 

 

Extra activity for higher-level learners 
Write more quiz questions about animals. Here are some facts you can use for the 
questions: 

1. Elephants can weigh up to 6 tonnes. 
2. There are about 500 different types of wild bird in Zimbabwe 
3. Lions usually live in groups of about 10 to 20. These groups are called ‘prides’. 
4. Adults leopards usually have about 800 - 1 200 spots 
5. Humans have lived on earth for about 200 000 years. 
6. Crocodiles have lived on earth for about 100 million years. 
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APPENDIX 1: Example words for phonic activities
Consonant sounds 
sh shop, wash, cash, fish 
th thanks, think month, bath 
 then, these, mother, with 
ng sing, wrong, hang, going 
ch    child, choose, much, lunch  
tch      watch, catch, pitch, match 
ck back, stick, pocket, lucky 
ph phone, photo, elephant, nephew 
qu quick, quiz, quite, queen 
 
Vowel sounds 
ai  paint, train, stairs, tail 
ea  eat, mean, speak, tea 
ee  green, sleep, free, street 
igh  high, right, night, sigh 
oa  soap, boat, goat, road 
oo  look, good, foot, wood  
oo  soon, moon, food, spoon 
ar  car, farmer, hard, argue 
or  for, corner, morning, sport 
 

 
ur  turn, purple, nurse, surprise 
ou  loud, shout, mouth, cloud 
ow  now, town, shower, brown 
ow  grow, show, window, yellow 
oi  coin, point, toilet, noisy 
oy boy, toy, enjoy, annoy  
ay  say, play, stay, away 
ear  year, near, clear, ears 
air  pair, stairs, fair, hair 
er  her, person, term, perfect     
ow  now, town, brown, crowd   
ow  show, elbow, grow, know      
ay play, day, away, today 
 
Words with a ‘magic e’ 
make, late, face, same, page 
nice, write, fine, like, knife, ride 
these, evening 
home, stone, hope, note, hole 
tune, use, huge, computer 
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